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Mr.  Rosenthal  at  the  unveiling  of  the  collage. 


Jack  Rosenthal  Donates  Elaborate  Proof 
Collage  to  Government  Museum 

ACK  Rosenthal,  long-time  supporter  of  The  Essay-Proof  Society  and  author  of  original 
studies  on  Columbian  and  Trans-Mississippi  essays,  has  created  the  ultimate  U.S.  proof 
collection.  He  has  followed  the  style  of  the  ornate  framed  collages  made  in  the  19th  cen- 
tury by  art  apprentices  of  the  American  Bank  Note  company  and  sold  by  Christie’s  in  1988. 

This  framed  collage,  shown  here,  contains  die  and  plate  proof  prints  of  U.S.  stamps  issued 
from  1847  to  1894  and  was  presented  to  the  National  Postal  History  and  Philatelic  Museum  in 
Washington,  D.C.  on  July  12,  1991.  Mr.  Rosenthal,  a Wyoming  broadcast  executive,  is  chairman 
of  the  Postmaster  General’s  Citizens’  Stamp  Advisory  Committee. 
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In  presenting  the  collage,  which  contains  an  estimated  $100,000  in  philatelic  material,  Mr. 
Rosenthal  expressed  the  hope  that  others  in  the  philatelic  community  would  actively  support 
the  new  museum  in  the  months  ahead.  According  to  the  museum’s  acting  director,  James  H. 
Bruns,  the  15-foot  display  will  be  shown  at  several  major  philatelic  exhibitions  during  1992  and 
1993  to  help  promote  the  museum,  which  will  open  to  the  public  in  1993. 

Among  the  dignitaries  attending  the  presentation  ceremony,  held  in  the  Presidential 
Reception  Suite  of  the  National  Museum  of  American  History,  were  Assistant  Postmaster 
General  Gordon  C.  Morison,  and  Douglas  E.  Evelyn,  deputy  director  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution’s National  Museum  of  American  History.  Other  invitees  included  Herbert  R.  Collins, 
executive  director  of  the  National  Philatelic  Collection,  and  Senator  Alan  Simpson  of  Wyo- 
ming, a long-time  friend  of  Mr.  Rosenthal. 

Mr.  Rosenthal  created  the  panel  by  using  die  and  plate  impressions  acquired  over  the  years, 
along  with  engraved  geometric  lathework  pieces  and  intaglio  vignettes  from  the  archives  of 
American  Bank  Note.  On  the  advice  of  Smithsonian  conservators,  it  was  executed  on  acid-free 
board  using  neutral  adhesives  and  covered  with  ultraviolet-resistant  plexiglass.  The  supplier  of 
the  frame,  Eli  Wilner  of  New  York,  estimated  that  it  was  manufactured  circa  1870,  contem- 
poraneous to  the  production  of  many  of  the  issues  depicted. 

From  a study  of  a photograph  of  the  collage,  it  appears  that  every  U.S.  stamp  design 
1847-1894  is  included,  as  well  as  some  official  seals.  At  the  center  is  an  attractive  fan-shaped 
arrangement  of  the  bank  note  issues,  with  nine  of  the  90c  forming  the  base  of  the  fan  which  then 
opens  up  to  a maximum  of  31  of  the  6c  bank  notes.  The  5c  and  10c  1847  proofs  are  ensconced 
in  elaborate  circular  lathework  frames  as  befits  their  importance.  The  collage  also  incorporates 
several  large  engravings  of  Presidents,  statesmen,  Crawford’s  Statue  of  Freedom,  etc.,  also  sur- 
rounded by  lathework  and  a large  ABN  imprint.  The  India  plate  proofs  of  the  Columbians  were 
the  most  difficult  to  assemble,  Mr.  Rosenthal  said. 

Syngraphics  is  represented  by  two  vignettes  from  the  backs  of  first  charter  National  Bank 
Notes.  Also,  the  die  proofs  of  vignettes  appropriate  to  the  1869  issues  have  syngraphic 
connections. 


Postal  Service  Announces  New  Stamp  Printing  Contracts 

On  March  21,  1991  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  announced  that  it  had  entered  into  agreements 
for  nine  new  stamp  production  contracts  for  1991,  to  include  production  in  several  different 
stamp  configurations.  These  contracts  were  the  result  of  solicitations  received  from  a printers’ 
conference  hosted  by  the  Postal  Service  in  June  1990. 

The  contracts  were  awarded  to:  U.S.  Banknote  Company  of  New  York,  NY  (offset  non- 
phosphored  and  offset/intaglio  sheet  stamps,  coil  stamps,  stamp  booklets);  Stamp  Venturers  of 
Fairfax,  Virginia  (gravure,  intaglio  and  offset/intaglio  sheet  stamps,  coil  stamps);  and  KCS 
Industries,  Inc.  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  (stamp  booklets). 

In  addition,  contracts  are  in  the  process  of  being  solicited  and  awarded  for  the  following 
production  formats:  pressure-sensitive  sheet  stamps  and  offset  prephosphored  sheet  stamps. 
Also  pending  is  the  contract  for  the  1992  commemorative  stamp  program. 

“With  these  new  contracts,”  said  Joe  Peng,  General  Manager,  Stamp  Manufacturing  Divi- 
sion, “the  Postal  Service  is  nearer  to  its  goal  of  full  production  capability  through  the  private 
sector.  For  the  future,  we  look  to  further  broaden  our  range  of  production  capabilities,  and  we 
welcome  prospective  bidders  for  stamp  production  contracts  to  our  second  printers’  conference, 
planned  for  October  of  this  year.” 
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Contemporary  Writing  on  Essay/Proof 
Collectibles  in  Other  Publications 


Under  this  rubric  we  shall  be  noting  and/or  reviewing  articles,  monographs,  catalogs,  books, 
lists,  etc.  of  essay/proof  import  which  appear  in  contemporary  philatelic  and  syngraphic  literature. 
Obviously,  The  Essay-Proof  Journal  cannot  publish  every  bit  of  information  on  the  field  but  it  can 
point  specialists  to  significant  writings  in  other  hobby  print  media.  Obviously,  too,  the  editor  is  not 
omniscient  and  so  cannot  be  aware  of  everything  essay/proof  published  everywhere.  Therefore  the 
cooperation  of  members  is  requested.  They  are  asked  to  apprise  the  editor  of  the  appearance  of  such 
material  in  the  more  obscure  or  arcane  publications  so  it  can  be  recorded  here. 


“Elements  of  United  States  Postage  Stamp  Design,  1847-1991,”  by  Gerald  H.  Gamm  in  The 
United  States  Specialist,  Sept.  1991,  pp.  467^82,  486^87,  illus. 

This  scholarly  dissertation  deals  with  the  aesthetics  of  design,  not  technical  production 
matters.  The  first  paragraph  of  the  introduction  sets  the  tone: 

“In  many  ways  the  postage  stamps  that  we  use  today  are  different  from  stamps  used  one 
hundred,  fifty  or  even  twenty  years  ago.  Many  more  stamps  are  issued  today  than  were  issued 
in  years  past.  Subjects  honored  on  stamps  have  changed.  The  styles  according  to  which  those 
subjects  are  presented  have  likewise  changed.  All  of  these  trends  are  surely  worthy  of  study. 
What  I offer  in  this  article  is  an  examination  of  one  set  of  trends— trends  in  the  use  of  those 
words  and  symbols  that  are  the  basic  elements  of  any  nation’s  postage  stamps.” 

The  discrete  sections  of  the  article,  complete  with  tables,  deal  with  the  treatment  of 
denomination,  country  name,  “postage”  designation,  and  unit  of  currency.  In  the  conclusion, 
the  author  comments  on  the  classic  or  “currency  style  of  engraving  that  dictated  stamp  design 
throughout  the  classic  era”  and  the  change  of  concept  of  stamp  design  to  one  of  a vehicle  of 
creativity  deemphasizing  the  official  function  of  stamps.  He  compares  the  work  of  two  men  who 
dominated  — C. A.  Huston  exemplifying  the  former  (see  Gary  Griffith’s  article  in  EPJ  189,  1st 
quarter  1991)  and  Bradbury  Thompson,  contemporary  typographer. 


Essay/Proof  Treasure  Trove  in  a Maltese  Attic 

The  Investigations  of  Paul  & Barbara  Kayfetz 

(Continued  from  Journal  188,  page  185) 

(Editor’s  Note:  Michael  Laurence,  Editor  of  Linn’s  Stamp  News,  calls  our  attention  to  an  error  of  fact  in 
the  initial  installment  of  this  serialization.  In  the  very  first  sentence,  I noted  that  the  philatelic  world  was 
made  aware  of  the  unusual  research  work  being  carried  out  by  Paul  and  Barbara  Kayfetz  in  the  July-August 
1988  issue  of  the  Collector’s  Club  Philatelist.  Actually  some  months  earlier,  specifically  in  the  Feb.  29,  1988 
edition  of  Linn’s,  Mr.  Laurence’s  “Editor’s  Choice”  column  called  attention  to  their  work  as  having  been 
described  in  The  PSM  Magazine  of  December  1987,  published  by  the  Philatelic  Society  of  Malta.  Our  apol- 
ogies for  this  error.) 
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Queen  Victoria 


Mk  Head  Dies  (continued)  A 

The  next  two  dies  were  also  apparently  unknown  to  John  Easton  when  he  wrote  the  definitive  accounts  of  the  Victorian  head  dies. 


They  Illustrate  the  subtle  details  of  refining  an  almost  finished  engraved  head. 


Progress  die  proof  “No  6"  - 14  March  1859  ® 

Pulled  one  day  before  the  final  proof,  this  appears  to  be  a completed  head 
until  carefully  compared  to  the  approved  version  (below). 


Enlarged  2x 


The  Original  Colonial  Head,  "before  hardening”  file  proof  - 12  March  1859  ® 

The  diadem  has  been  lightened,  and  fine  detail  added  to  the  hair. 
This  design  would  serve  the  various  colonies  for  more  than  twenty  years. 


Enlarged  2x 


■'>,  mi 


i 


I 

Original  Colonial  Head  (Third  State),  uncleared  die  proof  - 5 August  1875  ® 

The  Second  and  Third  States  involved  strengthening  the  shading  and  profile 
for  a bolder  (less  subtle)  appearance  as  stamp  designs  became  more  graphic. 


Enlarged  2x 


Page  5. 
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Queen  Victoria 


iBk  Head  Dies  (continued)  A 

The  New  Colonial  Head  B - was  adapted  by  D.  Pound  in  1863  with  a new  diadem  of  the  type  used  In  Gibraltar. 

It  was  generally  used,  In  three  “states",  through  1880. 


Enlarged  2x 


New  Colonial  Head  B (Second  State)  - seven  thin  forehead  lines  © 


Enlarged  2x 


New  Colonial  Head  B (Third  State)  - forehead  lines  stronger, 
firm  throat  outline  to  6th  shading  line  ® 


Enlarged  2x 


Page  6 (foreshortened  for  reproduction). 
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Queen  Victoria 


Head  Dies  (continued) 


The  Uniform  Colonial  Head  Die  I-  all  Gibraltar  Issues 
and  all  keyplate  Plate  1 Issues 


Uniform  Colonial  Head  Die  I 

Lighter  background  and 
diadem  details  © 


Enlarged  2x 


The  Colonial  General  Small  Head  - Imperlum  and 
Universal  Unified  proposals,  all  small  keyplate  stamps 


“Small  Colonial  Head  too  fine  to  be  used  so 
the  Head  at  left  was  cut  in  place  of  it"  © 


Enlarged  2x 


Page  7 (foreshortened  for  reproduction) 
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Queen  Victoria  • First  Definitive  (Temporary)  Issue  • 1 January  1886  • Watermark  Crown  CA 


This  Issue  was  prepared  by  overprinting  after  a 2 December  1885  decision  to  allow  Gibraltar  to  handle  Its  own  postal  affairs. 
The  stantps  were  printed  from  Bermuda  plates  with  colors  or  watermark  generally  different  from  the  current  Bermuda  stamps. 


Die  Proofs  of  the  Bermuda  Designs  Which  Were 
Reprinted  for  Temporary  “GIBRALTAR”  Overprints 

On  10  December  1 885  the  Governor  of  Gibraltar  telegraphed  the  Crown  Agents,  requesting  for  temporary  use 
(by  1 January)  “Postage  Stamps  like  Antigua  with  word  Gibraltar  above”.  For  Bermuda,  unlike  for  Antigua, 
there  existed  a full  range  of  Individually-designed  values,  which  on  14  December  Dc  La  Rue  advised  be  used. 
Various  die  proof  applicalions  from  the  three  most  recent  of  the  Bermuda  values  used  are  shown  below. 


1 4 NOV /9 


HARDFyth'i. 


i 


j 


i 

s 


t 


i 

i 

f 

j 


Before  hardening  (of  the  steel  die)  proof  of  the  design  requested  by  the  Coloiy 
for  this  new  value  "in  the  same  pattern  as  the  Twopence"  on  21  August  1879  ® 


Dio  prool  of  the  halfpenny, 
cut  down  and  overmatted  in 
the  style  employed  by  the 
De  La  Rue  archivist  in  the 
mid-twentieth  century  ® 


i 

i 

! 


Die  proof  of  the  4d,  tire  other  new  design 
requested  in  1879,  modeled  by  request 
in  the  same  (general]  pattern  as  the  6d  ® 


De  La  Rue's  letter  to  the  Crown  Agents,  dated  25  July  1883,  accompanying  this  2 1 /2d  stamp  design  completely  contradicted 
Its  contemporaneous  efforts  to  promote  the  uniform  keyplate  designs; 

"We  have  made  this  design  as  unlike  any  of  the  existing  stamps  as  possible,  rather  than  follow  the  design  of  the  3d.  stamp, 
as  was  suggested  In  the  Requisition,  seeing  that  it  Is  of  the  first  Importance  that  the  difference  between  Postage  Stamps 
should  be  marked  by  design,  and  not  depend  upon  colour  alone." 


l_ ( 


Cut-down  die  proof  for  use 
in  printer's  record  books  @ 


Cut-down  die  proof  marked 
5/12/84  on  the  back  in  the  style 
of  ihe  De  La  Rue  record  books  ® 


Page  9 (foreshortened  for  reproduction). 
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Queen  Victoria  • First  Dejinitive  (Temporary)  Issue  • 1 January  1886  * Watermark  Crown  CA 


U.P.U.  specimens  (106  were  produced): 


Specimens 


U.P.U.  varieties: 


Thick  "M" 
constant  variety  @ 


Thick  “M"  and  broken  “I” 
in  "Gibraltar”  (Pos,  59)  ® 


Printer’s  fUe  copies: 


Handstamped  file  specimens  from  the  De  La  Rue  archives  ® 


Major  Forgeries 

Jean  de  Sperati,  the  best-known  and  most  skilful  forger,  concentrated  on  the  first  two  Gibraltar  issues.  First  detected  in  1909, 
most  of  his  forgeries  were  produced  between  1920  and  1940.  Prosecuted  in  France  in  1942,  he  continued  to  produce  “replicas". 


Sperati  “Proof" 


Sperati  forged  stamp 

Surcharge,  paper,  watermark,  and  perforations  genuine; 
stamp  replaces  cleaned  lower  value 


Sperati  forged  stamp,  overprint  and  cancellation 
Paper,  watermark,  and  perforations  genuine; 
Any  cleaned  Crown  CA  stamp  used  as  base 


Sperati  forged  stamp 

Surcharge,  cancellation,  paper,  watermark,  and  perforations  genuine; 
stamp  replaces  cleaned  lower  value 


Page  10  (foreshortened  for  reproduction). 
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Queen  Victoria  • Second  Definitive  Issue  • December  1886  • Watermark  Crown  CA 

Anticipated  heavy  demand  for  the  three  lowest  values  (for  local  and  Spanish  destinations)  led  to  separate 
single-plate  designs.  The  other  values  were  produced  with  the  two-plate  keyplate  approach.  These  posed  lower 
die  and  plalemaking  costs  (although  requiring  a second  pass  through  the  press  in  order  to  Imprint  the  duty  plate). 


The  Presentation  Proofs 

Gibraltar  was  the  first  colony  to  request  die  proof  approval  rights. 

This  set  the  precedent  for  an  aggressive  Involvement  In  design  decisions 
which  peaked  during  the  planning  of  the  various  Rock  Issues  fifty  years  later. 


T have  the  honour  to  request  that  before  the  Die  of  the  permanent  Stamps  for  Gibraltar  Is  finally  decided  upon, 
the  same  may  be  submitted  for  the  approval  or  otherwise  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor." 

Gibraltar  Colonial  Secretary  to  Crown  Agents,  26  January  1886 


I 

i 


1 

I 


Key  Plate  Die  Proofs 


Cut-down  dio  proof 

for  use  in  printer's  record  books  Q 


Page  17  (foreshortened  for  reproduction). 
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Queen  Victoria  * Second  Dejlnilive  Issue  • December  1886  • Watermark  Crown  CA 


Initialled  Die  Proofs  from  Printer’s  Files 


28  June  86  on  back  ® 5 June  86  on  back  ® 


5 June  86  on  back  ® 


25  June  86  on  back  ® 


Printer’s  Record  Book  Die  Proofs 

All  of  De  La  Rue's  Works  Records  were  destroyed  by  bombing  fires  in  1940  except  for  two  volumes  of  die  proofs,  an  album 
of  punches,  and  two  Striking  Books.  The  latter  detail  the  date  and  number  of  lead  cliches  struck  from  the  hardened  dies 
as  each  printing  plate  was  prepared.  The  electrotype  printing  plates  were  then  made  from  the  assembled  sets  of  “leads’. 


Duty  plate  die  proofs;  notes  indicate  60  leads  struck  from  each  on  6 July  1886  ® 


Plate  Proof 


Watermark  Crown  CA 
on  gummed  paper  ® 


Page  19  (foreshortened  for  reproduction). 
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Queen  Victoria  • Second  Dejlnitive  Issue  • December  1886  • Watermark  Crown  CA 

Single  Plate  Die  Proofs 


11  MAYBB 


AFTER  ^ 
HARDENIN6 


Die  proof  pulled  after  approved  engraving  is 
heat  hardened,  initialled  (faintly)  "G.N.'  by 
De  La  Rue  staff  before  placed  in  records  ® 


Page  18  (foreshortened  for  reproduction). 


Paul  Kayfetz,  creator  of  the  pages  shown  here,  has  been  awarded  the  Tapling  Medal  of  The 
Royal  Philatelic  Society,  London,  for  the  best  article  published  in  The  London  Philatelist  for  the 
1989-1990  season.  His  paper,  “The  Stamps  of  Gibraltar:  Their  Design,  Approval,  Production 
and  Specimens,”  is  the  foundation  for  the  display  reproduced  here. 
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Queen  Victoria  • Second  Dejinitiue  Issue  • December  1886  • Walermark  Crown  CA 


U.P.U.  copies  (400  were  produced)  and  variety: 


Specimens 


Multiple: 


A previously  unrecorded  variety,  which  occurs  in  all  reigns, 
is  two  distinct  weights  of  specimen  overprints. 

The  set  above  has  thin  overprints;  the  three  below  have  thick. 
The  difference  is  most  apparent  in  the  last  George  V issue. 


Specimens  were  sent  to  Berne,  where  the  U.P.U.  broke  them  into  strips  of  three  (during  this  period),  and  distributed  them 
to  rrrember  countries.  Horizontal  multiples  were  almost  never  produced.  Few  multiples  of  any  configuration  have  survived. 


Gibraltar  Postmistress'  overprints; 


Mrs.  Creswell  operated  her  own  mini  U.P.U.,  sending  exemplars  of  Gibraltar  stamps 
to  countries  requesting  tlrem  and  to  cities  with  major  postal  contacts  witfi  Gibraltar, 
Those  sent  to  Spanish  post  offices  wore  handstampod  “MUESTRA"  - CSAMPLE"). 


Page  20  (foreshortened  for  reproduction). 

(To  be  continued) 


112  The  Essay-Proof  Journal  191 /3rd  Quarter  1991 /Vol.  48,  No.  3 


Vignette  Identification  and/or 
Usages  Sought 


A logging  vignette? 


/'//////// 


. y//?/  > y 
/ s:/>  'i  .. 


(XHyfi  iQ  jV( 


Bank  notes  using  the  logging  vignette. 
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The  Fast  Mail  by  Lorenzo  J.  Hatch. 


EPS  member  Fred  Grill,  a connoisseur  of  19th  century  engraved  vignettes  as  used  on  bank 
notes  and  other  forms  of  security  printing,  has  submitted  the  items  illustrated  here; 

Who  designed  and  engraved  and  what  is  the  name  of  the  vignette  as  used  on  Bald,  Cous- 
land  & Co.  notes  for  the  Litchfield  Bank  of  Connecticut  and  the  Bank  of  Greensborough,  Geor- 
gia? It  would  appear  to  be  a logging  scene,  with  two  large  oxen  at  left,  overhanging  boughs  of 
conifers,  and  a stump  at  the  right  of  the  three  men. 

Fred  also  offers  the  following  attribution  for  “The  Fast  Mail”  vignette,  noting  that  it  is 
signed  in  pencil  “Lorenzo  J.  Hatch.”  This  vignette  is  no.  18  in  the  1991  American  Bank  Note 
Archive  Series,  where  the  artist  is  not  identified.  However,  the  following  uses  for  the  vignette 
originally  done  for  the  International  Bank  Note  Co.,  1878-79,  are  given: 

Pittsburgh,  Cleveland  & Toledo  Railroad  Co.  coupon  bond,  1895. 

St.  Paul  & Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co.  stock  certificate,  1892. 

Chesapeake  & Ohio  Railway  Co.  coupon  bond,  1906. 

Finally,  Fred  wrote  to  the  BEP  on  Jan.  8,  1991,  informing  them  that  the  Orlando  FUN  sou- 
venir card  for  1991  bears  an  incorrect  attribution.  The  “Liberty  Advancing”  vignette  seen  on  the 
reproduced  1875  $20  Legal  Tender  Note  (Fr.  128)  was  designed  by  Schoff,  according  to  the 
Bureau.  Fred  has  a pencil  drawing  from  the  Dr.  Glenn  Jackson  collection  of  this  vignette  signed 
in  pencil  “J.W.C.”  It  appears  to  be  the  model  for  the  engraving.  Thus,  J.W.  Casilear  was  the 
designer. 


American  Bank  Note  ‘‘Coupon  Essay”  on  Salesman’s  Sample 

The  Cherrystone  Stamp  Centre  (New  York  City)  auction  sale  of  March  20-21,  1991 
included  a sample  page  from  a 19th  century  salesman’s  book  of  American  Bank  Note  Co. 
designs  for  fiscal-type  stamps.  In  purple,  there  are  five  impressions  of  various  Brazilian  Dom 
Pedro  oblong  revenues  plus  two  of  the  Liberty  Head  coupon  essays  listed  by  Turner  as  “general 
revenue  essays”  type  2-F  and  discussed  in  Journal  183,  pp.  108-109. 
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Sample  Bank  Notes  of  Waterlow  of  London 

from  the  MIKE  CRABB  COLLECTION 


^ I i ' ! t X V . • 'S'  !■: 
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This  “specimen  note”  appears  to  be  of  an  early  date  because  it  mentions  that  Waterlow  & Sons  Ltd.  incor- 
porates Waterlow  Brothers  & Layton.  The  portrait  is  not  identified  but  may  well  be  that  of  James  Waterlow, 
the  founder,  who  died  in  1877,  according  to  M.T.  Bloom,  or  Sir  Sydney,  who  headed  Waterlow  & Sons  after  the 
Waterlow  Brothers  & Layton  split. 


Back  of  the  “specimen  note.” 


HOWN  here  is  a selection  of  sample/test  bank  notes  produced  by  Waterlow  & Sons  Ltd. 

of  London,  famous  security  printers,  which  was  founded  in  1810  by  James  Waterlow.  A 

limited  company  was  organized  in  1877.  In  1878,  it  split  into  Waterlow  & Sons  Ltd.  and 

Waterlow  Brothers  & Layton.  Forty-three  years  later  the  companies  were  reunited,  and  the 
assets  of  the  firm  were  eventually  acquired  by  De  La  Rue  & Co.  at  the  beginning  of  1961. 
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NOTES,  BONDS,  STAMPS 

AND  AIXOTHEK  HICHCLASS  SfCUBlTIES. 


Sample  note  featuring  a portrait  of  Sir  Philip  H.  Waterlow,  president  1879-1923.  He  was 
out  of  office  before  the  Portuguese  bank  note  scandal  broke. 


It  is  best  remembered  for  its  innocent,  naive  involvement  in  the  “greatest  swindle  of  all 
time,”  in  which  a Portuguese  confidence  man  hoodwinked  the  firm  in  1924  into  printing  an 
unlimited  number  of  bank  notes.  Murray  Teigh  Bloom  told  the  fascinating  story  which  con- 
tributed to  the  firm’s  eventual  demise  in  his  book  The  Man  Who  Stole  Portugal. 

These  samples  show  a progression  from  the  ornamented,  disciplined  traditional  bank  note 
style  to  a more  contemporary,  open  design.  All  are  exquisite  examples  of  intaglio  engraving. 
Waterlow  was  also  well  known  for  beautiful  intaglio  printed  stamps  for  many  British  countries 
and  others  in  Latin  America,  Africa,  and  Asia.  Its  first  stamp  was  printed  in  1852  for  British 
Guiana. 


HIGH  CLASS  SECURITIHS 


.tt  LIMITED 

I.OMidS  WML  IJLMWKS  i:.r. 2 


BANKNOTES 

BONDS 

STAMPS 


A modern  St.  George  and  the  dragon  in  blue. 
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A double  sample  in  black,  printed  with  a blank  back  inverted  above  a sample 
front  which  features  a woman  with  a modern  hair  style.  The  Waterlow  crest 
is  at  the  right. 


w'xm-:  1 1 L(  jw  Kv  ‘i.tsXiX:  s 


HA.VK  NOTKS. 


STAM) 
rliJVTKHH  ASH 
« f »STW  V r«Vf;v 
Til  mt-  HWmsH 
MJS'tJiNMf  sr 


ASJ»At.l  *mtMt 

j I uniriuWall  UhmIouTK*  2 


tA  INH*  »N 


Brown  and  purple  sample  featuring  a “beefeater”  and  Windsor  Castle. 
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Sample  note  or  advertising  piece  inscribed  for  Queen  Elizabeth’s  coronation  year  of  1953. 


In  black  and  green  “polychrome  intaglio,”  this  sample  features  the  Houses  of  Parliament. 


References: 


The  Man  Who  Stole  Portugal,  Murray  T.  Bloom,  Charles  Scribners’  Sons,  New  York,  1953. 

Bankers'  Almanac  & Yearbook,  London,  various  editions  which  contain  many  of  the  actual  sample  notes. 
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Banknote  Corporation  of  America— New  Security  Printer 

Because  the  U.S.  Justice  Department  was  concerned  that  U.S.  Banknote’s  1990  acquisition 
of  International  Bank  Note/American  Bank  Note  (plus  its  1989  acquisition  of  Jeffries 
Banknote)  would  create  a monopoly  in  the  high-security  printing  business,  a new  player  in  the 
field  has  emerged.  To  allay  government  concerns,  USB  and  IBN  agreed  that  the  latter  would  sell 
its  Ramapo,  New  York  plant  to  a competitor.  The  story  of  this  transaction  was  told  recently  in 
the  trade  journal  Printing  Impressions,  August  1991  issue. 

According  to  the  article  by  Tim  Munroe,  that  competitor  was  found  in  the  French  firm 
FCO— Francois-Charles  Oberthur  Group,  the  fourth  largest  security  printer  in  the  world.  Thus 
a foreign  firm  has  gained  a U.S.  foothold  for  the  first  time  as  it  sets  up  its  Banknote  Corporation 
of  America  subsidiary  headed  by  Martin  D.  Ferenczi. 

In  the  interview  with  Munroe,  Ferenczi  stated  the  hope  that  BCA  would  generate  $10  mil- 
lion in  sales  in  1991  (USB,  the  second  largest  in  the  world,  has  annual  sales  of  about  $130  mil- 
lion). BCA’s  products  include  stocks  and  bonds,  vital  records,  certificates,  titles,  travelers’ 
checks,  credit  cards,  passports,  and  “postal  stamps.”  Does  this  mean  that  BCA  will  join  the 
crowded  field  of  U.S.  stamp  producers?  Has  it  produced  stamps  for  any  country?  Those  ques- 
tions were  not  answered.  Neither  does  the  article  cite  any  specific  bank  note  issues. 

In  the  IBN  deal,  BCA  was  given  access  to  all  USB  and  IBN/ABN  stocks  and  bonds  plates 
for  10  years;  a “certain  amount”  of  USB  work  is  to  be  subcontracted  to  BCA  also. 

The  parent  French  concern,  150  years  old,  went  into  bankruptcy  in  1983.  The  following 
year  it  was  purchased  by  “its  current  owner”  and  has  gone  from  48  employees  and  $6  million 
in  sales  to  900  employees,  six  plants,  and  $120  million  in  sales.  However,  the  article  is  unclear 
on  who  is  the  “current  owner”— the  FCO  group?  Also,  it  alludes  to  two  other  smaller  security 
printers  in  the  U.S. —Northern  Banknote  of  Countryside,  Illinois  (see  Journal  190  for  informa- 
tion on  it)  and  Midwest  Banknote  in  Plymouth,  Michigan. 

Thanks  to  Charles  Yeager  and  George  Brett  for  furnishing  the  copy  of  Printing  Impressions 
containing  the  BCA  article. 


Correction: 

The  Meaning  of  the  Initials  P.E.M.  on  ABN  Index  Cards 

The  meaning  of  the  cryptic  initials  “P.E.M.”  on  American  Bank  Note  index  cards  has  been 
the  subject  of  much  speculation  since  the  Christie’s  1989  sales  of  the  company  archives.  George 
Brett’s  first  guess  was  “Pictorial  Engraving  Materials.”  Dr.  James  Helme  said  “Products 
Employed  in  Manufacture.”  Elizabeth  Pope  said  “Printing  and  Engraving  Materials.” 

Now  Aurelia  Chen,  product  manager  for  the  American  Bank  Note  division  of  U.S. 
Banknote,  comes  to  the  rescue  with  the  correct  meaning:  Picture  Engraving  Materials.  George 
Brett  came  closest  to  it!  Aurelia  says  that  these  materials  were  kept  in  the  Picture  Engraving 
Department  and  had  no  connection  with  printing  and/or  manufacture  as  such. 

The  “F”  and  “C”  Number  Prefixes  of  ABN 

In  the  past  there  has  been  a lot  of  speculation  about  the  numbers  preceded  by  the  letters 
F and  C found  on  die  proofs  of  American  Bank  Note  products.  Some  have  said  F stands  for 
“foreign.”  Both  letters  were  for  internal  record  keeping  and  referred  to  order  numbers.  F was  not 
necessarily  foreign,  according  to  Aurelia  Chen,  but  was  also  used  on  domestic  orders.  As  to  the 
C prefix  — at  first  her  research  pointed  to  printing  dies,  etc.  taken  in  after  the  great  “consolida- 
tion” (C)  of  bank  note  companies  in  1879.  But  subsequent  study  showed  that  it  was  used 
indiscriminately  and  the  same  C numbers  are  found  on  both  stamp  and  bank  note  dies.  V was 
for  vignette,  N for  domestic  securities. 
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The  Chronology/Relationship  of  ABNCo.  and 
Brazer/ Joyce  Auction  Sales,  1988-1991 

by  BARBARA  R.  MUELLER 


Many  collectors  have  been  confused  by  the  confluence  of  the  Brazer/Joyce  auction  sales  with  the 
American  Bank  Note  archival  sales  of  the  past  three  years  and  have  lost  track  of  the  exact  chronol- 
ogy of  events.  Others  do  not  understand  the  relationship  between  the  Brazer  and  Joyce  material. 
What  follows,  therefore,  is  a recapitulation  of  events  which  was  prepared  for  the  EPS  seminar  at 
STaMpsHOW  91  in  Philadelphia.  Several  people  there  asked  for  the  material  to  be  reprinted  in  the 
Journal  for  permanent  reference.  Of  course,  the  last  word  is  yet  to  be  written,  as  can  be  seen  from 
the  final  entry  in  the  chronology  of  dispersal. 


T all  began  in  September  1988,  just  three  years  ago,  when  Christie’s  sold  what  they  called 
“proof  compositions”  from  the  archives  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Company.  They 

were  never-before  displayed  volumes  of  postage  and  revenue  stamp  proofs  printed  by  that 

concern.  Each  of  the  colorful  31  pages,  made  before  1899  by  their  art  apprentices,  consisted  of 
U.S.  and  foreign  stamp  plate  proofs  cut  to  shape  and  mounted  with  decorative  vignettes  and 
fancy  borders  of  lathework  designs. 

In  addition,  there  were  10  huge,  ornate,  Victorian  wall  frames  containing  similar  composi- 
tions or  collages,  including  bank  note  and  bond  proofs.  Literally  hundreds  of  proofs  were 
mounted  on  the  canvas.  These  hung  for  years  on  office  walls  and  no  one  paid  any  attention 
to  them. 

Oddly  enough,  most  of  the  42  lots  in  that  sale  went  to  non-philatelists  or  non-numisma- 
tists. Instead,  art  dealers  and  corporate  collectors  from  abroad  paid  $264,000  for  the  two  books 
and  prices  ranging  from  $1,210  to  $88,000  for  the  frames. 

It  seems  that  most  of  our  collectors  either  did  not  appreciate  the  significance  of  this  mate- 
rial or  rejected  it  because  they  considered  the  proofs  to  be  damaged  by  the  method  of  mounting. 
One  of  our  EPS  members,  however,  decided  to  go  ABN  one  better.  Then  and  there  Jack  Rosen- 
thal, now  chairman  of  the  Citizens’  Stamp  Advisory  Committee,  determined  to  make  his  own 
frame.  He  paid  a substantial  sum  for  an  empty  period  frame  and  proceeded  to  fill  it  with  more 
than  six  hundred  of  his  own  proofs.  This  frame,  described  elsewhere  in  this  issue,  has  been 
donated  to  the  new  National  Postal  History  and  Philatelic  Museum  in  Washington. 

The  management  of  ABN,  pleased  by  the  proceeds  of  this  sale,  called  in  Christie’s  in 
November  1988  to  begin  a tentative  evaluation  of  the  rest  of  their  archives  for  potential  disper- 
sal at  auction.  Meanwhile,  in  early  1989,  negotiations  began  for  the  eventual  takeover  of  Inter- 
national BankNote  Company— ABN’s  parent  — by  United  States  Banknote  —which  deal  was 
consummated  a year  later  in  February  1990.  In  order  to  raise  cash  for  the  merger— and  thus  far 
$14.7  million  has  been  realized  from  the  archive  sales  — USBN  rushed  four  moving  vans  full  of 
paper— not  metal  — archives  to  Christie’s  warehouse  in  New  York  City. 

Operating  within  the  phenomenal  time  frame  of  only  six  months  in  which  to  inventory  this 
treasure  trove  for  insurance  purposes,  to  gather  experts  in  both  philately  and  syngraphics  to 
assist  in  analyzing  and  arranging  it,  to  produce  elaborate,  informative  sale  catalogs,  Christie’s 
managed  to  hold  the  first  sale  on  Sept.  12,  1990,  just  two  years  after  the  collage  sale.  This  was 
devoted  to  U.S.  possessions,  Latin  America,  and  worldwide.  It  was  followed  the  next  day  by 
British  North  America.  In  October  Chinese  material  was  sold  in  Hong  Kong.  And  there  the 
philatelic  sales  have  stopped. 


120  The  Essay-Proof  Journal  191 /3rd  Quarter  1991  /Vol.  48,  No.  3 


All  sorts  of  speculation  has  arisen  about  the  strictly  U.S.  material  — Has  the  government 
intervened  to  stop  confidential  files  from  getting  out?  Is  a tax-advantaged  gift  to  the  Smithson- 
ian being  worked  out?  Indeed,  was  there  anything  at  all  of  U.S.  material  left  in  the  files?  Time 
will  tell. 

Meanwhile,  three  sales  of  bank  note  proof  and  essay  material  covering  early  American 
notes  — not  federal  issues  — and  demonetized  foreign  paper  money  have  been  held,  the  last  and 
most  recent  this  past  June.  They  brought  in  $8.7  million  of  the  total  realization. 

What  does  all  this  mean  to  us  nickel  and  dime  collectors?  Well,  for  students  it  means  that 
much  new  reference  material  has  been  released.  Specialists  will  study  it;  eventually  catalogs  may 
be  rewritten.  Certainly  the  market’s  ability  to  absorb  it  all  has  been  remarkable.  And  equally 
certain  is  the  use  of  it  in  exhibitions.  It’s  the  stuff  that  makes  a Champion  of  Champions.  Look 
for  it  especially  in  thematics,  for  instance,  sports  topicals— as  the  so-called  production  file  of 
drawings,  photos,  essays,  proofs,  etc.  of  Belgium’s  1920  Olympics  sold  for  $8,800  and  six  of  the 
so-called  file  sheets  of  the  stamps  overprinted  “Specimen”  brought  $10,450. 

Now,  back  at  the  ranch,  as  it  were,  in  the  fateful  month  of  September  again,  this  time  1989, 
exactly  between  the  first  and  second  ABN  sales,  there  passed  away  in  New  York  City  an  elderly 
philatelist  known  only  to  a few  contemporary  collectors.  His  name  was  Morton  Dean  Joyce.  A 
wealthy  businessman  but  a true  blue  stamp  collector  who,  even  as  you  and  I,  saved  the  stamps 
off  his  mail,  he  was  able  to  devote  more  than  half  his  long  life  to  philately  exclusively.  In  so 
doing  he  formed  the  greatest  collections  of  U.S.  revenues  ever— with  emphasis  on  essays  and 
proofs,  financing  publication  by  the  Bureau  Issues  Association  of  George  Turner’s  catalog  of 
such  material. 

But  he  had  more  than  just  revenues.  Back  in  1956,  Clarence  W.  Brazer  died.  No  need  to 
elaborate  on  his  identity— the  father  of  The  Essay-Proof  Society,  author  of  the  catalog  of  U.S. 
adhesive  stamp  essays,  the  acknowledged  dealer-expert.  Although  some  of  his  material  was  sold 
in  dribs  and  drabs  (even  before  his  death  his  1847  essays  and  proofs  were  auctioned  by  Robert 
A.  Siegel),  the  bulk  of  it  disappeared  from  view  amid  all  sorts  of  rumors  of  thefts,  etc. 

What  eventually  happened  was  this:  Morton  Dean  Joyce  quietly  bought  the  collection, 
including  the  postal  stationery  material,  from  the  widow  for  $150,500— that  extra  five  hundred 
dollars  being  the  amount  the  underbidder  balked  at  paying.  Although  a few  selected  philatelic 
friends  were  aware  of  this  and  indeed  were  allowed  to  use  the  collections  at  his  home  for  study 
purposes,  they  kept  the  secretive  Joyce’s  confidence  and  their  mouths  closed. 

So  the  next  act  in  this  three-year-long  essay/proof  drama  was  the  rapid  dispersal  of  the 
Joyce  collections  by  his  estate.  For  our  purposes  we  shall  consider  only  the  essay/proof  sections, 
not  the  stamps  as  such. 


Chronology  of  Dispersals 

With  philately  still  trying  to  digest  the  ABN  sales  of  late  1989,  on  June  27-29,  1990  R.A. 
Siegel  offered  the  Brazer  adhesive  section  of  the  Joyce  estate  in  2,000  lots,  thus  releasing  many 
“uniquities.”  Now  skip  ahead  to  this  year,  1991.  Other  philatelic  brokers  including  John  R. 
Boker  have  entered  the  picture,  so  that  we  have  this  chronology  of  dispersal: 

March  15-16,  1991  — Greg  Manning  Auctions  — In  a “collections  and  accumulations”  sale 
there  were  three  lots  “from  the  Joyce  estate”  consisting  of  first,  second,  and  third  issue  proprie- 
tary revenue  plate  proof  stock,  ranging  from  “hundreds”  to  1,300  to  “several  thousand.” 

April  11,  7997  — Greg  Manning  Auctions— The  “Clarence  W.  Brazer”  sale  contained  more 
revenue  proofs,  largely  huge  blocks  and  sheets  of  plate  proofs  and  trial  color  proofs  of  the  first, 
second,  and  third  issue  proprietary  revenues  plus  some  private  die  revenue  items.  There  were 
284  lots  of  this  material,  some  illustrated  in  color  in  the  catalog.  Perhaps  more  significant  was 
the  Brazer  collection  of  postal  stationery  essays  and  proofs,  including  the  postal  card  section. 
There  were  101  lots  of  the  former,  311  of  the  latter— beautiful,  rarely  seen  material. 
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June  4-6,  7997  — Daniel  F.  Kelleher  Co.— “The  Morton  Dean  Joyce  Collection  ofU.S.  Reve- 
nue Stamps”  (not  including  the  private  die  issues).  In  a large  spiral  bound  catalog  4,032  lots 
were  listed.  The  first  1,507  of  these  were  completely  essay/proof  (682  of  these  were  essays  as  listed 
in  Turner).  Also,  there  were  143  lots  of  revenue  stamped  paper  essays,  proofs,  and  specimens. 

Sept.  12-14,  7997— Andrew  Levitt— “The  Morton  Dean  Joyce  Private  Die  Proprietary  Col- 
lection.” Results  of  this  huge  sale  of  3,300  lots  will  be  reported  in  a forthcoming  issue  of  this 
Journal.  Levitt  produced  a huge  reference  catalog,  one  inch  thick,  spiral  bound,  9x10  inches, 
with  covers  inside  and  out  in  color  plus  30  other  color  plates.  Every  other  printed  page  is  a black 
and  white  plate,  many  of  which  fold  out  to  double  the  width  of  the  book  to  show  full  album 
pages.  Essays,  proofs  and  models  were  offered  in  lots  together  with  the  actual  stamps  and  notes 
about  their  history,  ready-made  for  the  exhibitor.  There  are  also  reminiscences  about  Joyce,  a 
general  description  of  the  collections,  notes  about  the  size  of  proofs,  identification  of  printers, 
a summary  of  tax  rates,  and  a bibliography  of  writings  on  the  subject  of  the  “match  and  medi- 
cines” by  Joyce  and  Richard  Riley.  A spin-off  of  the  production  of  this  catalog  is  the  Collector’s 
Handbook  for  Private  Die  Proprietary  Proofs  and  Census  of  the  Morton  Dean  Joyce  Collection 
of  These  Issues,  by  dealer  Richard  Friedberg. 

Sept.  13,  7997  — Herb  LaTuchie,  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio— This  relatively  new  auction  firm 
offered  in  their  sale  #11  a group  of  34  lots  of  private  die  proprietary  archival  material  said  to 
be  from  the  American  Bank  Note  Company.  Included  are  many  proof  sheets  with  marginal 
notations  by  engravers  and  other  employees,  die  proofs,  sketches,  etc.  all  found,  according  to 
Linn’s  Stamp  News,  in  a “recent  auction  folded  and  buried  under  several  hundred  envelopes  of 
non-philatelic  material.”  This  is  certainly  not  B/J  material.  The  catalog  description  states  that 
some  of  the  sheets  were  printed  on  bank  note  paper  rather  than  conventional  stamp  proof 
paper.  Was  this  found  in  a large  lot  of  “miscellaneous”  from  one  of  the  Christie’s  sales?  We  have 
sought  permission  to  reprint  the  auctioneer’s  excellent  descriptions  and  hope  to  present  it  in  our 
next  issue. 


Significance  of  the  Dispersals 

Now,  as  to  the  significance  of  the  ABN/Brazer-Joyce  dispersals  to  the  hobby: 

1.  The  ABN  dispersals,  while  probably  the  greatest  in  the  history  in  any  country,  were  not 
unique.  British  security  printers  put  much  on  the  market  beginning  in  the  1960s,  largely  through 
Robson  Lowe  sales.  The  Waterlow  archives  were  quite  similar  to  ABN;  they  were  cataloged  in 
some  detail  by  Robson  Lowe.  Waterlow  went  out  of  business  in  1961,  being  absorbed  by  De  La 
Rue,  so  the  commercially  saleable  material  hit  the  market  to  help  finance  the  deal.  Indeed,  ABN 
had  a precedent  for  its  sales  when  it  disposed  of  the  archival  material  of  its  former  subsidiary 
in  England,  Bradbury  Wilkinson.  And  De  La  Rue  itself  stripped  its  collections  before  present- 
ing the  records  to  Britain’s  National  Postal  Museum. 

2.  Fortunately,  all  the  auctioneers  of  the  ABN  and  B/J  material  have  given  us  reasonably 
informative,  well-illustrated  catalogs  which  comprise  valuable  references.  But  we  hope  that  the 
eventual  owners  of  the  material  will  carry  forward  research  into  what  the  archives  tell  us  of 
stamp  production. 

3.  Many  of  the  ABN  lots  sold  by  Christie’s  were  almost  wholesale  in  size,  so  groups  of 
specialists  were  formed  for  such  areas  as  Canal  Zone  and  Panama  in  order  to  finance  purchases. 
Individual  specialists  then  bought  just  the  items  they  needed  in  their  fields  in  order  to  study  and 
record  the  information,  which  should  also  help  fill  out  the  production  story. 

4.  All  of  this  newly-available  material  should  certainly  spice  up  exhibition  collections  and, 
we  hope,  arouse  more  interest  in  essays  and  proofs. 

5.  But  the  bottom  line  will  be— can  the  market  absorb  it  all  in  these  depressed  economic 
times?  I personally  am  skeptical  about  the  huge  number  of  the  ABN  so-called  “file  sheets”  over- 
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printed  “Specimen”  or  given  security  punches.  Brazer’s  collections  should  be  absorbed  with 
ease,  although  the  results  for  the  postal  stationery  sections  were  said  to  be  disappointing  to  the 
estate.  But  all  those  revenue  proofs  from  Joyce?  Are  there  that  many  well-financed  private  die 
proprietary  specialists  and  dealers?  If  the  revenue  material  does  meet  expectations,  we  should 
see  more  of  it  in  exhibitions,  and  that  will  hasten  the  day  that  fiscal  philately  is  accepted  on  a 
par  with  other  FIP  collecting  categories. 

At  any  rate,  we  in  the  essay/proof  world  are  just  coming  off  a challenging,  exciting  three 
years  of  spectacle  auctions. 


Reference  List  of  JOURNAL  Articles  on  the  American  Bank 
Note/Brazer- Joyce  Auction  Sales 

“American  Bank  Note  Begins  Archive  Dispersal  with  Christie’s  Sept.  28,  1988  Sale,”  Barbara  R.  Mueller, 
2nd  quarter  1988,  no.  178,  pp.  74-77. 

“The  American  Bank  Note  Company  Sale  of  Proofs— Some  Comments,”  Robert  H.  Pratt,  2nd  quarter  1988, 
no.  178,  pp.  77-82. 

“Description  of  Contents  of  First  Volume  from  ‘The  Philatelist/P. J.G.B.,’  July/August  1988,”  2nd  quarter 
1988,  no.  178,  pp.  82-85. 

“Prices  Realized  at  American  Bank  Note  Co.  Archives  Sale  Christie’s  Robson  Lowe,  Sept.  25,  1988,”  4th 
quarter  1988,  no.  180,  p.  184. 

“Unreported  American  Bank  Note  Co.  Proof  Collage  Shows  Up  at  Auction,”  Barbara  R.  Mueller,  3rd  quar- 
ter 1989,  no.  183,  pp.  139-140. 

—“A  Similar  Brazilian  American  Bank  Note  Co.  Collage,”  pp.  140-141. 

“Impending  Sale  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  Archival  Material  by  Christie’s,”  Barbara  R.  Mueller,  2nd 
quarter  1990,  no.  186,  pp.  51-58. 

“Newfoundland  Material  in  the  American  Bank  Note  Archives,”  Robert  H.  Pratt,  2nd  quarter  1990,  no.  186, 
pp.  59-68. 

“How  International/American  Bank  Note  Companies  Were  Merged  into  U.S.  Banknote  Company,” 
Barbara  R.  Mueller,  2nd  quarter  1990,  no.  186,  pp.  69-78. 

“Christie’s/Robson  Lowe  Public  Auction  of  Sept.  12,  1990,  American  Bank  Note— 7106”,  George  W.  Brett, 
Comments  on  Canal  Zone/Panama  Segments,  4th  quarter  1990,  no.  188,  pp.  157-168. 

“Status  of  the  ABNCo.  Archive  Sales  as  of  Jan.  1,  1991,”  4th  quarter  1990,  no.  188,  pp.  168-169. 

“ABNCo.  Archival  Sale  of  Chinese  Material,”  2nd  quarter  1991,  no.  190,  pp.  64-71. 

“U.S.  Banknote  Corp.  Progress  in  Absorbing  American  Bank  Note,”  2nd  quarter  1991,  no.  190,  pp.  74-80. 

“Observations  on  the  USB  Financial  Report  — More  Archival  Sales  to  Come?”,  Barbara  R.  Mueller,  2nd 
quarter  1991,  no.  190,  p.  80. 

“The  Meaning  of  the  Initials  P.E.M.  on  ABN  Index  Cards,”  George  W.  Brett,  2nd  quarter  1991,  no.  190, 

p.  81. 

“Dr.  James  Helme’s  Study  ‘Panama:  American  Bank  Note  Co.  Index  Cards:  Issues  Other  than  Airmails’,” 
Barbara  R.  Mueller,  2nd  quarter  1991,  no.  190,  pp.  81-82. 


Erroneous  Inscription  on  USPS  Product 

Yet  another  Postal  Service  faux  pas  for  1991  has  been  reported  by  Gary  Griffith,  who  notes 
that  it  listed  the  wrong  contractor  for  the  Desert  Storm  sheet  stamp  on  the  American  Com- 
memorative Print  (formerly  called  “Panel”).  American  Bank  Note  is  given  as  the  printer.  While 
ABN  did  print  the  booklet  version  of  the  same  stamp,  only  sheet  version  blocks  of  four  were 
attached  to  the  Print.  Those  sheets  were  contracted  by  Stamp  Venturers,  a competitor  of  ABN 
headed  by  Richard  Sennett,  and  printed  by  J.W.  Fergusson  & Sons,  Inc. 
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Auction  Accents 

Offered  at  1990  Auction  Sales  of  Suburban  Stamps,  Inc.  of 
Springfield,  Mass.  Were  the  Following  Unusual 

Essay/Proof  Items: 

American  Bank  Note  Co.,  Dark  Brown,  Experimental  Die  Essay,  Die 
Sunk  on  IViXVA  in.  Card,  Fresh,  Very  Fine,  Scarce. 

#704-71 5E,  1932  Washington  Bicentennial  Issue,  (26)  Different  Photo 
Essays,  All  Values  Represented,  All  Photoed  in  “Johl.” 

#646P  var.,  Molly  Pitcher,  Proof  of  Overprint  on  Bond,  Fresh,  Very 
Fine,  probably  UNIQUE,  Philatelic  Foundation  Cert.,  Ex.  F.D.R. 

Collection. 


Thk  Essay-Proof  Journal  191 /3rd  Quarter  1991 /Vol.  48,  No.  3 


125 


No.  51 


From  No.  65 


Suburban  Stamp  Co.  of  Springfield,  Mass.  (P.O.  Box  715)  continues  to  offer  in  its  public 
auctions  rarely  seen  20th  century  U.S.  essays  and  proofs.  For  example,  in  its  Feb.  16,  1991  sale, 
it  offered  what  was  described  as  a “Washington  bicentennial  photo  essay”  (lot  51).  This  looks 
much  like  Thomas  F.  Morris’  essays  for  the  Presidentials  (Brazer  804-E-C  and  804  E-D).  Could 
he  have  submitted  this  earlier  in  1932  or  is  this  only  an  incomplete  version  of  the  Prexie  essays? 
It  is  not  shown  among  the  original,  suggested  drawings  for  the  Bicentennials  in  any  of  the  Johl 
books,  either. 

Lot  53  was  “#786E,  2c  army  issue,  incomplete  large  die  essay  in  red  on  8x6  in.  card,  control 
number  on  reverse  . . . unlisted  in  Brazer,”  while  lot  59  was  another  so-called  “incomplete  die 
essay— #871E,  Eliot,  incomplete  large  die  essay  in  violet  on  6x8  in.  card,  control  number  and 
approved  handstamps  on  reverse.” 

Also  intriguing  was  lot  65:  “#1030/1053  (57)  photo  essays  or  source  of  design  photos,  all 
different,  all  values  of  set  represented.”  These  are  of  the  Liberty  Issue  of  1954-68.  Here  we 
encounter  the  problem  of  the  nature  of  these  items.  Are  they  official  BEP  photos  used  in  the 
design  development  process  or  just  photographs  of  rejected  designs  released  to  the  press?  These 
may  have  been  illustrated  previously  in  Belmont  Faries’  series  on  contemporary  design  develop- 
ment written  for  The  SPA  Journal  or  in  Robert  Masters’  series  in  The  Bureau/US.  Specialist. 
Note  that  the  10c  illustrated  here  is  nearly  identical  to  the  John  Hay  experimental  essay 
described  in  Journal  177. 

Finally,  lot  66  is 

“#C3,  ultramarine  trial  color  essay,  32x27  mm.  Accompanying  P.S.E.  Cert,  states,  ‘Genuine 
progressive  incomplete  vignette  plate  essay  on  wove  paper.’  The  differences  we  note  from  this 
and  the  issued  version  are  in  the  shading  lines  and  shade  of  color.  Trivial  toning  not  mentioned 
on  cert.” 
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Edoardo  Chiossone. 


PhilaNippon  ’91  Features  Chiossone’s  Work 

UBLISHED  in  Journal  177,  first  quarter  1988,  was  a composite  history  of  Edoardo 
Chiossone,  the  Italian-born  and  little-known  designer  and  engraver  of  Japanese  stamps 
and  bank  notes  from  1875  to  1891.  This  biography  was  supplied  by  Robert  M.  Spaul- 
ding, editor  of  Japanese  Philately.  In  Journal  181,  first  quarter  1989,  Mr.  Spaulding  added 
additional  details. 

Now  comes  Bulletin  2 of  PhilaNippon  ’91,  the  world  stamp  exhibition  to  be  held  in  Tokyo 
November  16-24.  It  contains  a survey-type  article  on  “Edoardo  Chiossone  and  the  Collection 
of  Koban  Proofs”  by  Mamoru  Sawa.  (A  credit  line  at  the  end  reads  “by  courtesy  of  the  Mainichi 
Newspapers,”  so  the  article  itself  may  be  a reprint.) 

The  focus  of  the  article  is  on  the  so-called  Koban  series  of  stamps  issued  1876-1888,  Scott 
types  A15-A20.  These  stamps  were  the  first  to  be  designed  by  Chiossone.  Their  nickname  de- 
rives from  the  resemblance  of  the  center  oval  to  the  old  Japanese  gold  coins  of  that  name  which 
were  oval  shaped. 

The  Chiossone  Oriental  Art  Museum  in  Genoa,  Italy  has  a comprehensive  collection  of  the 
Koban  proofs  which  will  be  displayed  at  PhilaNippon.  No  such  archive  exists  in  Japan  today 
because  of  the  destruction  caused  by  the  Great  Earthquake  of  1923. 

In  addition  to  the  Koban  proofs,  the  article  touches  on  other  security  printing  done  under 
Chiossone’s  aegis,  including  a national  bond  certificate,  four  banknotes,  and  revenue  stamps. 

The  illustrations  here,  derived  from  the  Bulletin  2,  show  the  great  range  of  Chiossone’s 
work  for  the  Japanese  government.  In  his  honor,  Italy  issued  a “Day  of  the  Stamp”  com- 
memorative in  1988  (Scott  1761)  picturing  him  in  Japanese  dress  along  with  a reproduction  of 
a Koban  issue  stamp  (Scott  69).  Nobuko  Suezawa  in  Shizuoka  City  in  Japan  won  the  first  prize 
in  the  worldwide  competition  for  the  design. 

The  following  is  a list  of  “postal”  stamps  designed  and/or  engraved  by  Chiossone,  accord- 
ing to  the  Bulletin  article; 
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25  yen  bond,  October  1877.  Intaglio  engraving  over  letterpress  underprint. 

Fourteen  postage  stamps 

1876  4 Sen  blue  green 

1877  6 Sen  orange,  8 Sen  violet  brown,  10  Sen  blue,  12  Sen  rose,  15  Sen  yellow  green,  20  Sen  dark  blue,  30 
Sen  violet,  45  Sen  carmine 

1879  3 Sen  orange,  50  Sen  carmine 

1883  1 Sen  green,  2 Sen  carmine  rose,  5 Sen  ultramarine 

Only  1 item,  5 Rin  plate,  is  missing.  Presumably  the  second  die  of  5 Rin  was  not  kept  in  the  printing 
bureau,  whereas  the  mother  die  of  5 Rin,  the  sole  survivor  in  Japan,  is  preserved  in  the  postal  museum  in 
Tokyo. 

Six  postal  cards 

1876  1 Sen  blue 

1885  1 Sen+1  Sen  red,  reply  card 
1879  2 Sen  olive  green,  overseas  mail 
3 Sen  green,  overseas  mail 

1885  2 Sen+2  Sen  vermillion,  overseas  mail  reply  card 
3 Sen+3  Sen  orange  yellow,  overseas  mail  reply  card 

5 Rin  orange  issued  in  1876  is  missing  here.  Reply  postal  cards  measure  304mmxl76mm  for  domestic 
and  180mmx308mm  for  overseas  mail.  Three  values  issued  in  1877,  so  called  3 • 5 • 6 • postal  cards  are  yet 
to  be  found. 

Prestamped  envelopes 

Unissued  1 Sen  blue 

1877  2 Sen  olive 

Unissued  1 Sen  was  confirmed  for  the  first  time  in  1989. 

Large  stock  of  hand  engraved  1 Sen  envelope  stopped  its  issuance. 

A postal  wrapper 

1884  1 Sen  blue  for  periodicals 

An  Official  Seal  ( General  Post  Office  of  Japan) 

A brown  seal  printed  on  a sheet  of  paper  measured  152mmx  121mm  in  blocks  of  four.  The  seal  was 
produced  in  1884. 
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Notes  Produced  Under  Chiossone’s  Aegis 


Pick  17,  Imperial  Japanese  Government  Paper  Money,  1878,  1 yen. 


B 


^ :^T 


oooo 


Pick  22,  Bank  of  Japan  convertible  Silver  Note,  1885,  1 yen. 


Pick  23,  Bank  of  Japan  Convertible  Silver  Note,  1886,  5 yen 


The  Essay-Proof  Journal  191 /3rd  Quarter  1991 /Vol.  48,  No.  3 


129 


Chiossone  on  Italy’s  1988  Stamp  Day  Issue. 


Tobacco  revenue  proofs  (left)  and  lawsuit  revenue  proofs  (right). 


Securities  revenue  proofs. 
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All  E;§5ay'- Proof  Classic 

(Reprinted  from  Journal  No.  19,  July  1948  as  a portion  of  the  article  “Two  Lost  Manuscripts  on  U.S. 
Essays  and  Proofs”  by  Clarence  W.  Brazen  George  Brett  has  photocopies  of  fragments  of  the  official  U.S. 
P.O.D.  files  containing  reports  by  Arthur  M.  Travers,  the  subject  of  Brazer’s  article;  one  is  illustrated  herein 
as  a rather  poor,  early-type  photocopy.) 


The  Travers  Manuscript  Letters 

Another  manuscript  collection  that  would  be  of  great  value  to  all  U.S.  stamp,  essay  and 
proof  collectors  is  the  Travers  collection  of  letters  between  the  P.O.D.  and  the  stamp  manufac- 
turers or  essayists.  Arthur  M.  Travers  of  Michigan  collected  stamps  from  1885,  and  in  1889 
entered  the  P.O.D.  service  from  Detroit.  In  February  1901  he  became  Confidential  Clerk  to  the 
Third  Assistant  P.M.G.,  and  from  November  1903  to  July  29,  1909  was  Chief  Clerk  to  the  Third 
Assistant  and  Acting  Third  Assistant  until  Dec.  1,  1910.  He  again  was  Chief  Clerk  thence  until 
March  1,  1911,  when  he  was  dismissed  and  arrested  for  substituting  ordinary  sheets  of  stamps 
for  blue  rag  paper  stamps  to  be  destroyed,  which  he  gave  the  late  Major  Joseph  A.  Steinmetz, 
to  sell  for  him  through  the  old  Philadelphia  Stamp  Co.  Steinmetz  was  also  arrested  but  the  case 
was  dismissed  later  and  never  came  to  trial.  In  preparing  their  defense  Travers  wrote  several 
historical  statements  of  all  his  philatelic  activities,  copies  of  which  were  sent  to  Steinmetz, 
apparently  for  his  lawyer’s  docket.  This  material  was  acquired  from  the  Steinmetz  estate  by  the 
late  Eugene  Klein  and  more  recently  the  balance  of  the  Steinmetz  material  was  purchased  by 
Herman  Herst,  Jr.,  who  has  kindly  permitted  me  to  publish  it. 

Mr.  Klein  some  20  years  ago  told  me  about  these  letters,  some  of  which  Steinmetz  pub- 
lished as  to  the  1851-60  issue  in  1913,  but  I was  told  the  government  agents  seized  most  of  the 
letters  when  he  was  arrested.  I tried  to  trace  these  letters  at  the  P.O.D.  but  was  then  informed 
that  they  must  have  been  destroyed.  However,  when  the  P.O.D.  moved  from  the  old  to  the  new 
buildings  about  10  or  more  years  ago  a vault  was  opened  and  most  of  the  original  contracts  and 
letters  were  then  found.  I made  influential  contacts  and  was  then  permitted  to  copy  the  con- 
tracts, some  of  which  I have  published.  Some  of  the  letters  are  now  filed  in  bundles  in  the  P.O.D. 
Library  and  last  year  I searched  these  and  copied  many  of  them,  but  they  are  not  in  order  and 
only  a comparatively  scattered  few  were  then  available.  Consequently  a complete  file  of  the 
Travers  letters  would  be  of  great  value. 

One  of  the  Travers  documents  recently  discovered  follows;  the  italics  are  by  the  author  for 
emphasis. 


An  Outline  of  My  Plan 
in  the 

Collection  and  Compilation  of  Historical  Data. 

That  a clearer  understanding  may  be  had  of  just  what  my  work  contemplated  the  following  skeleton 
outline  of  the  general  plan  is  submitted: 


Old  correspondence.  Sort  and  classify  all  old  correspondence  found  in  jacketed  cases  stored  on 
9th  floor;  arrange  by  years  and  contract  periods;  separate  all  purely  “contract”  correspondence 
from  that  pertaining  to  designs,  changes,  new  stamps,  paper,  gum,  etc. 


Old  record  books.  Collect  and  arrange  chronologically  all  old  bound  record  books,  such  as 
ledgers,  sales  of  specimen  stamps,  reports  of  stock  manufactured;  press  copy  books  of  stamp 
agent,  and  other  miscellaneous  record  books. 
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Copy  of  1905  letter  signed  by  Travers  and  his  clerk,  Lovejoy. 
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Historical  file.  From  the  old  correspondence  select  such  letters  as  have  direct  bearing  on  origin 
of  issues,  preparation  and  changes  of  designs,  paper  and  gum,  perforations,  dates  of  issues  and 
withdrawal  special  issues,  etc.  etc.;  make  typewritten  copies  in  triplicate,  the  first  copy  on  substan- 
tial linen  paper  8x101/2',  send  one  carbon  to  Division  of  Stamps  and  retain  one  as  working  copy  for 
compilation  and  editing  work.  From  annual  reports  and  other  documents,  compile  everything 
touching  the  subject  of  postage  stamps.  The  whole,  so  far  as  practicable  to  be  separated  by 
“issues”.  At  the  beginning  of  the  matter  pertaining  to  several  issues  insert  a brief  historical  sketch; 
follow  with  specimen  of  the  stamps  referred  to,  mounted  on  linen  paper  or  loose-leaf  album 
pages  if  they  can  be  obtained  of  proper  size,  also  include  proofs  as  far  as  obtainable;  follow  with 
technical  description  of  designs  (this  is  in  print  up  to  1908-09  series).  Include  statistical  tables  of 
issues  by  years,  appropriations  and  expenditures.  When  completed  send  original  sheets  to  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office  to  be  substantially  bound  in  leather. 


Document.  When  above  work  is  sufficiently  advanced  to  permit  of  proper  editing,  compile  for 
publication  as  a public  document  an  epitome  of  the  most  important  historical  facts,  including  a 
description  of  all  issues;  a chapter  on  process  of  manufacture,  statistics  of  issues;  appropriations 
and  expenditures  for  manufacture  of  stamps;  list  of  proofs  and  specimens  distributed,  and  such 
other  miscellaneous  information  as  is  frequently  called  for  by  stamp  collectors  and  the  public 
generally  pertaining  to  United  States  postage  stamps. 


Collection  and  Compilation  of  Historical  Data. 

For  some  years  prior  to  1907  it  has  been  my  habit  and  custom  to  preserve  press  clippings,  letters  and 
documents  pertaining  to  the  stamped  paper  issued  by  the  Post  Office  Department,  because  it  was  my  inten- 
tion when  an  opportune  time  arrived  to  compile  for  the  department’s  records  all  the  historical  data  obtaina- 
ble affecting  its  postage  stamp  issues. 

The  inspiration  for  this  work  grew  largely  from  the  frequent  receipt  of  letters  of  inquiry  from  stamp 
collectors,  dealers,  and  others.  As  the  department  was  receiving  annually  thousands  of  dollars  from  the  sale 
of  its  postage  stamps  to  collectors  and  dealers,  I felt  that  the  department  owed  to  them,  at  least,  the  courtesy 
of  supplying  all  the  accurate  information  it  possessed  about  its  postage  stamps. 

In  March  1907  Mr.  A.L.  Lawshe  was  appointed  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General.  Shortly  thereafter 
I began  a systematic  sorting  of  the  old  correspondence  files  which  were  filed  on  the  9th  floor  of  the  depart- 
ment building.  These  files  dated  as  far  back  as  1836.  As  far  as  practicable  I had  brought  to  my  room  a small 
truck  load  of  the  oldest  files:  these  were  piled  up  on  a long  table,  and  as  often  as  I had  a few  moments  spare 
time,  and  more  frequently  after  4:30  p.m.  I examined  them.  Practically  all  of  the  correspondence  between 
1836  and  1846  was  laid  aside  for  refiling  in  my  room;  that  subsequent  to  1846  was  given  a primary  sorting  to 
locate  matter  pertaining  to  the  issue  of  stamps.  All  of  this  primary  sorting  was  done  by  me. 

All  jacketed  cases  having  no  reference  to  stamps  or  any  historical  value  otherwise  were  thrown  into  the 
waste.  Jacketed  cases  pertaining  to  money  transactions  or  registered  mail  matter  were  sent  to  the  Division 
of  Finance  and  to  the  Division  of  Registered  Mails,  respectively,  for  resorting  in  those  divisions. 

This  primary  sorting  occupied  possibly  16  or  18  months.  When  it  was  completed  I instructed  Mr.  Har- 
vey Lovejoy  and  Miss  F.E.  Smith,  clerks  in  my  office,  concerning  my  plan  of  secondary  sorting;  that  is,  to 
make  a separation  of  the  cases  pertaining  to  postage  stamps,  stamped  envelopes  and  postal  cards,  — three  divi- 
sions. After  the  completion  of  this  second  sorting  I began  to  arrange  the  correspondence  of  each  division  in 
chronological  order  ',  then  followed  a careful  examination  of  the  jacketed  cases  and  a sorting  therefrom  of 
such  correspondence  as  had  a direct  bearing  on  the  history  of  the  several  issues  of  stamps,  and  a separation 
of  the  correspondence  pertaining  to  the  contracts.  After  completing  this  sorting  and  separation  I began  a sys- 
tematic reading,  chronologically,  of  all  letters.  As  the  files  contained  only  the  incoming  letters  it  was  neces- 
sary, to  complete  the  chain  of  facts,  to  search  the  press  copy  books  for  the  department’s  replies,  the  dates  of 
which  were  usually  indorsed  on  the  face  of  the  jackets.  In  the  absence  of  such  dates  it  was  necessary  to  refer 
to  the  index  of  outgoing  letters.  When  these  replies  were  located  by  me  / had  copies  thereof,  as  well  as  of  the 
original  letters,  typewritten  in  triplicate.  Most  of  this  typewriting  was  done  by  Miss  Smith,  but  1 also  had 
some  of  it  done  by  Mr.  Lovejoy  and  Michael  Eidsness,  a page  in  my  office.  The  object  of  having  these  copies 
made  was  to  bring  together  in  each  file  the  complete  correspondence  covering  a given  subject. 
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I proceeded  in  this  manner  until  I had  brought  together  practically  every  obtainable  letter  and  reply 
thereto  pertaining  to  stamp  issues  from  1817  to  about  1873.  The  correspondence  between  1873  and  1894  was 
more  or  less  scattering  and  harder  to  locate,  but  from  time  to  time  as  I hunted  for  other  things  I frequently 
located  something  pertaining  to  this  period  so  I was  encouraged  to  feel  that  ultimately  I would  locate  it  all, 
especially  as  the  records  were  fairly  well  kept  during  that  time. 

The  reading  and  sorting  of  such  a mass  of  correspondence  occupied  practically  all  of  my  spare  time. 
In  fact  I became  so  interested  and  fascinated  with  the  work  that  I gave  up  all  of  my  evenings  and  Sundays 
during  the  fall  and  winter  in  1908  and  up  to  the  last  of  May  1909.  For  greater  convenience  the  most  of  this 
“reading”  work  I performed  at  my  home  and  during  this  period  I carried  back  and  forth  from  the  office 
practically  all  of  the  old  correspondence  touching  stamp  history  that  I had  sorted  at  the  office. 

At  my  home  I had  a complete  set  of  the  annual  report  of  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General  from 
1876  to  1909;  from  these  and  other  sources,  in  addition  to  the  reading  and  sorting  work,  I compiled  com- 
plete tables  of  statistics  showing  the  total  quantities  by  denominations  and  by  years,  of  all  postage,  postage 
due,  special  delivery,  and  newspaper  and  periodical  stamps  issued  by  the  post  office  department  since  1847. 
These  tables  I brought  down  to  1910  and  I believe  are  the  most  complete  and  accurate  statistics  that  have 
been  compiled  affecting  stamp  issues.  I also  undertook  to  compile  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  depart- 
ment everything  that  had  been  printed  in  relation  to  stamped  paper;  made  some  progress  on  this,  but  did 
not  complete  it,  knowing  the  information  was  always  available  in  print  for  use  whenever  I found  time  to 
use  it. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  I also  brought  together  from  various  sources  around  the  building  practi- 
cally all  of  the  bound  record  books  containing  records  of  specimen  stamps  sold,  record  of  stock  manufac- 
tured, etc.  These  were  filed  in  room  806,  in  charge  of  William  Quinn,  file  clerk.  Among  the  old  record  books 
was  the  first  ledger  used  by  the  Third  Assistant,  in  which  was  charged  the  stamps  issued  to  postmasters 
between  1847  and  1851.  This  book  was  in  such  a dilapidated  condition,  many  of  the  pages  being  torn,  the 
covers  falling  off,  that  I sent  it  to  the  Government  Printing  Office  for  repairs  and  rebinding.  Because  of  its 
value  historically  I placed  it  in  the  bookcase  in  my  office.  Subsequently  I discovered  the  second  stamp  ledger 
and  that  too  I brought  to  my  office. 

I also  brought  together  all  of  the  original  contracts  for  the  manufacture  of  postage  stamps  from  1851 
to  1902;  the  original  of  the  1847  contract  I was  unable  to  locate,  but  I had  found  every  complete  memoranda 
covering  its  essential  letters. 

I also  compiled,  with  the  assistance  of  Miss  Smith,  a table  showing  the  amounts  appropriated  and  the 
amounts  expended  for  stamped  paper  from  1847  to  1909. 

In  the  course  of  this  sorting,  all  records  etc.,  pertaining  to  the  issues  of  stamped  envelopes  and  postal 
cards  were  separated  and  filed  in  room  806.  I had  discovered  early  in  my  work  that  the  attempt  to  compile 
any  satisfactory  history  relating  thereto  would  be  almost  interminable  if  not  impossible.  I had  given  con- 
siderable attention  to  stamped  envelopes  in  a general  way  and  had  studied  some  of  the  varieties  with  care, 
but  not,  however,  with  any  intention  of  compiling  their  history.  To  the  subject  of  postal  cards  I had  given 
no  attention  beyond  the  separation  of  correspondence,  the  collection  of  original  contracts  therefor  and  their 
arrangement  in  chronological  order. 

As  another  instance  of  my  interest  in  the  systematic  compilation  of  the  department’s  records,  I might 
here  point  out  that,  under  my  instructions  and  with  my  assistance  Miss  Smith  compiled  a card  index  of  all 
the  subjects  treated  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  department  from  1789  to  1910. 

During  my  incumbency  as  chief  clerk  to  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General  I also  collected  from 
various  sources  practically  a complete  set  of  the  Postal  Laws  and  Regulations,  a complete  set  of  official 
postal  guides,  and  a complete  set  of  post  office  department  reports. 

In  every  way  possible  I sought  to  collect,  compile,  preserve  and  protect  everything  of  an  historical  or 
reference  nature  pertaining  to  the  postal  service  generally  and  particularly  those  things  which  had  any  refer- 
ence to  the  operations  of  the  Third  Assistant’s  bureau.  That  this  work  was  appreciated  was  manifested  on 
many  occasions  by  my  official  superiors,  Messrs.  Madden,  Lawshe  and  Pritt,  as  well  as  other  minor  officials 
in  the  department. 

In  addition  to  my  regular  duties  I revised  and  recompiled  a very  comprehensive  table  of  postal  statis- 
tics, copy  of  which  is  attached,  exhibit  “A.”  This  involved  a great  deal  of  careful  research.  In  this  work  I had 
the  assistance  of  Miss  Smith. 
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From  this  document  it  is  clear  that  Travers  had  three  copies  made  of  all  this  philatelically 
valuable  P.O.D.  correspondence  as  to  U.S.  stamps  and  stationery  from  1847  to  1873  and  some 
of  later  years.  Whether  the  Steinmetz  copies  were  an  additional  set  is  not  known,  but  from  some 
of  the  Steinmetz  album  pages  which  I purchased  from  Klein,  I know  he  once  had  copies  of  let- 
ters as  to  1867  essays  because  these  were  hand  lettered  on  some  of  the  album  pages. 

A Boston  philatelist  claims  to  have  bought  and  has  stored  in  a warehouse  a complete  set 
of  these  Travers  letters  which  I understand  was  obtained  with  the  Duckwall  collection,  but 
which  I have  not  been  able  to  see.  This  would  leave  at  least  one  set  not  accounted  for  and  no 
one  questioned  at  the  P.O.D.  in  Washington  admitted  knowing  anything  about  it.  Perhaps  some 
one  else  may  have  better  luck,  but  whoever  can  trace  this  Travers  collection  and  make  it  availa- 
ble to  all  philatelists  will  deserve  the  gratitude  of  all  U.S.  stamp  collectors.  We  essay  and  proof 
collectors  are  of  course  mainly  interested  in  the  correspondence  leading  up  to  the  issued  stamps, 
but  stamp  collectors  and  students  should  find  it  also  contains  valuable  information  as  to  the 
issued  stamps.  It  should  provide  the  answers  to  many  problems  that  have  puzzled  philatelic  stu- 
dents for  many  years,  such  as  the  1861  Premiere  Gravure  story,  etc. 


UNITED  STATES  POSTAL  SERVICE 
STAMPED  ENVELOPE  UNIT 
Printed  Stamped  Envelopes  Made  To  Order 
Phone  (814)  832-3496 
PO  Box  500 

Williamsburg,  PA  16693-0500 


U.S.  Specimen-Type  Envelopes  Return 

Forrest  Daniel  reported  to  us  the  existence  of  the  current  U.S.  29c  “Love”  stamped  enve- 
lopes in  “sample”  or  specimen  form  a couple  of  weeks  before  they  were  noted  by  Wayne  Young- 
blood in  Linn’s  Stamp  News.  According  to  Youngblood,  40,000  each  of  the  No.  6/4  and  10  sizes 
were  distributed  to  post  offices  across  the  country  with  the  imprint  “—Sample—”.  They  were 
intended  as  a promotion,  with  a cover  letter  extolling  the  advantages  of  the  Stamped  Envelope 
Agency’s  preprinted  return  address  service. 

In  previous  years,  specimen  or  sample  postal  stationery  was  used  in  soliciting  printing  bids 
and  for  distribution  to  dignitaries. 

BEP  Souvenir  Card  Features  Essays 

The  special  souvenir  card  created  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  for  the  APS 
STaMpsHOW  91  was  designed  around  the  theme  “Democracy’s  Ideals  Freedom  and  Liberty.” 
Against  a background  of  a blind-embossing  of  Thomas  Crawford’s  Statue  of  Freedom  are  die 
imprints  of  the  1919  three-cent  Victory  stamp  and  the  unissued  two-and  five-cent  stamps 
designed  to  commemorate  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  end  of  the  War  of  1812.  These  are  listed 
by  Brazer  as  537aE  and  537bE.  All  three  designs,  executed  in  similar  styles,  are  credited  to  C.A. 
Huston.  Engravers  of  the  three-cent  Victory  stamp  were  M.W  Baldwin  (picture)  and  E.M.  Hall 
(lettering  and  frame).  The  two-cent  essay  was  engraved  by  H.L.  Chorlton  (picture)  and  F. 
Lamasure  and  E.M.  Hall  (lettering);  the  five-cent  essay  by  C.  Chalmers  (picture)  and  E.M.  Hall 
(lettering). 

Oddly  enough,  the  essayed  designs  are  defaced  by  the  customary  diagonal  black  line  across 
the  bottom  right  corner  just  as  is  done  for  actual  issued  designs.  Did  the  Bureau  think  someone 
was  going  to  manufacture  fake  essays  if  they  failed  to  include  it? 
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Review:  “Postage  Due— The  United  States 
Large  Numeral  Postage  Due  Stamps, 

1879-1894” 

with  emphasis  on  the  essay-proof  section 

by  GEORGE  W.  BRETT 

This  book,  authored  in  large  part  by  George  B.  Arfken,  with  an  assist  on  one  chapter  by 
Lewis  Kaufmann,  should  be  a welcome  addition  to  an  essay-proof  collector’s  library.  The  dues 
have  generally  been  treated  like  unwelcome  relatives  but  one  would  be  hard  pressed  to  find  any 
other  series  of  stamps  issued  more  for  strictly  postal  purposes  than  they.  Sure,  they  aren’t  strik- 
ing designwise,  but  that  can  be  a plus,  too,  for  the  student. 

In  any  case,  here  we  are  with  this  compilation  which,  when  joined  by  the  series  of  articles 
by  Walter  Mclntire  published  some  years  ago  in  The  Bureau  Specialist  of  1965  covering  the  later 
due  series  of  1894  and  1930,  gives  us  a pretty  good  handle  on  these  issues  except  for  the  last  one 
of  1959.  Certainly,  more  can  be  done  but  these  two  sources  give  us  a lot  more  than  we  used  to 
have.  One  also  should  not  forget  the  Roy  White  and  Warren  Bower  compilation  on  colors 
(White  and  Bower,  1986)  as  well  as  the  special  article  by  Yarbrough,  1990,  on  the  early  years  of 
the  1894  series.  For  this  first  due  series,  too,  the  author  provides  additional  references,  in  partic- 
ular the  many  articles  by  Warren  Bower. 

Yet  problems  remain  and  one  of  the  biggest  with  the  dues  involves  their  colors.  With  the 
same  designs  used  for  years  — in  fact  we’ve  only  had  essentially  four  designs  for  the  dues  in  their 
roughly  one  hundred  years  of  issuance  — there  have  necessarily  been  many  printings  of  each 
design  and  naturally  many  shades.  This  book  confronts  this  problem  at  the  outset  with  a tipped- 
in  frontispiece  in  color.  It  is  an  actual  photographic  color  print,  so  no  printing  screens  in  the 
usual  sense  interfere;  still,  it  is  not  a perfect  reproduction,  as  a notation  warns  the  reader. 

At  any  rate,  the  bright  clarets  in  the  print  are  not  as  distinctive  as  they  should  be  from  the 
red  browns  but  of  course  in  real  situations  one  just  uses  a UV  lamp  and  that  problem  is  taken 
care  of.  The  headache  comes  in  separating  the  browns  from  the  red  browns,  as  the  difference  can 
be  subtle.  Of  course,  that’s  a problem  one  can  always  give  the  experts! 

There  are  12  chapters  starting  with  a historical  background  which  includes  noting  the 
world’s  first  postage  due  stamp,  a French  emission.  Then  in  one  chapter  we  are  given  essays  and 
proofs,  production  in  two  chapters,  domestic  usage  in  three  chapters,  two  chapters  involving 
overseas  mail,  and  finally  three  chapters  on  postal  markings,  including  precancels.  Thus,  eight 
out  of  the  12  are  related  to  usage,  with  many  illustrations  of  covers  and  markings. 

Tackling  the  chapter  on  essays  and  proofs  in  some  depth,  the  authors  start  with  the 
“unpaid”  essays.  The  term  “unpaid  postage”  in  the  design  was  not  accepted,  however,  and  was 
replaced  by  “postage  due”  in  the  same  location.  The  authors  don’t  spell  out  how  this  revision 
was  done,  which  they  could  have  done  with  the  material  that  they  had  at  their  disposal.  How- 
ever, as  they  don’t  refute  our  statements  on  the  matter  in  Brett,  1989,  perhaps  they  simply  agree 
with  what  we  said  at  that  time,  though  this  then  is  part  of  the  story  that  they  have  left  out.  They 
do  mention  the  matter  of  a layout  dot  on  the  right  side  of  the  5c,  starting  with  the  essay  die,  and 
there  are  probably  similar  things  that  they  could  have  developed.  For  instance,  they  indicate 
that  each  die  was  individually  engraved  and  that  a master  die  sequence  was  not  used.  If  such  was 
the  case,  and  we  don’t  disagree,  then  were  all  the  denominations  the  same  size?  Strangely,  we 
don’t  find  a record  of  the  size  of  the  stamp  designs  in  the  book  or  relative  to  the  Mexican  and 
Australian  “look  alikes,”  which  they  mention  and  with  which  these  can  be  compared. 
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Based  on  an  illustrated  signed  proof  of  the  5c  essay  die,  the  authors  credit  James  Dunn  and 
Douglas  S.  Ronaldson  as  being  the  engravers.  Whether  this  was  true  for  all  denominations  is 
a question  not  answered,  and  who  was  the  designer?  Ronaldson  is  recorded  as  the  engraver  of 
the  entire  10c  1869,  the  border  of  the  15c  and  24c  1869  (not  the  lettering),  and  the  entire  30c  1869, 
plus  the  border  of  the  90c  of  the  same  series.  Thus  he  was  more  than  just  the  “square  letter 
engraver”  that  Schriber,  1962,  credits  him  with  being.  Brazer’s  designation  of  “letter  and 
ornamental  engraver”  would  be  more  accurate  (Brazer,  1940,  p.  172).  Brazer  also  credits 
Ronaldson  with  the  scrolls  and  lettering  on  this  postage  due  series.  James  Dunn  is  credited  by 
Brazer  (1944,  p.  114)  as  being  a letter  engraver  and  of  having  produced  the  numerals  on  the 
1879  dues. 

Well,  so  much  for  the  engraving.  The  authors  do  go  into  the  essays  in  different  colors,  the 
die  “proofs”  large  and  small,  the  trial  colors,  and  assorted  plate  proofs.  Many,  of  course,  are  not 
really  proofs  but  sample  prints  made  up  for  one  reason  or  another.  They  also  have  a crack  at 
the  interesting  “H”  print  arrangement  of  the  seven  denominations  which  they  record  as  a hybrid 
using  plate  proofs,  and  as  possibly  being  used  as  a salesman’s  sample  sheet  — thus  not  a real 
proof  either. 

Then  comes  a listing  and  discussion  of  the  five  different  sets  of  sample  print  handouts,  1879 
to  1893,  commonly  called  “proofs”  but  which  are  no  such  thing,  as  we’ve  discussed  generally 
heretofore  (Brett,  1988)  but  the  word  “proof’  will  no  doubt  be  around  forever.  Included  here  are 
useful  illustrations  of  the  four  differently  printed  envelopes  used  for  the  five  due  set  giveaways. 

Incidentally,  the  authors  refer  several  times  to  the  Gibbons  Colour  Key,  a color  “chart,” 
which  we  have  found  in  comparing  several  examples  as  being  unreliable,  so  users  should  bear 
this  in  mind.  It  is  of  some  help  but  not  to  be  insisted  upon.  The  authors  do  provide  a summary 
listing  of  the  “proofs”  and  their  colors  which  we  consider  a useful  adjunct  as  it  clearly  shows  the 
complexity  of  just  this  aspect  of  these  dues,  let  alone  the  colors.  Another  thing  that  we  com- 
mend the  authors  on  is  their  listing  of  references  which  is  quite  extensive  throughout. 

The  listing  of  postage  due  plates  on  page  32  is  correct  and  complete,  the  actual  plates  hav- 
ing been  finally  destroyed  in  the  furnaces  at  the  U.S.  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.C.  on  January 
18,  1896,  but  the  dies  still  exist  in  the  vaults  of  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  today. 

For  the  record,  there  were  three  transfer  rolls  and  these  were  given  P.O.  numbers  by  the 
BEP  in  1894  as  follows: 


Roll  no.  19,  with  one  relief  each  of  the  Ic,  2c,  3c  and  5c. 

" " 20, " 2c,  3c,  and  5c. 

" "21, 10c,30c,  and  50c 


These  rolls  were  cancelled  June  5,  1899. 

The  author  mentions  a problem  with  the  use  of  only  two  plates  for  the  Ic  postage  due,  and 
the  distribution  of  ca.  80  million  stamps  of  that  denomination.  This  would  require  about 
200,000  impressions  from  each  200-subject  plate.  Of  course,  what  would  seem  to  be  the  obvious 
answer  as  to  how  it  was  possible  to  make  that  many  impressions  back  then  is  that  they  received 
multiple  re-entries.  The  problem  is  that  it  would  then  be  in  order  to  find  some  evidence  to  that 
effect  but  apparently  none  has  been  found  to  date. 

Plate  varieties  seem  limited  to  a few  scattered  late-occurring  scratches  which  are  rather 
insignificant.  The  subjects  would  have  been  entered  vertically  on  the  plates  so  shifts  and  re- 
entries should  show  up  in  that  direction  and  here  is  where  some  trouble  lies  in  picking  up  such 
things.  This  is  so  because  a lot  of  the  outer  areas  of  the  designs  are  composed  of  vertical  lines 
and  doubling  would  consist  of  rather  imperceptible  lengthening  of  such  lines  — a tough  task  to 
consider.  Still,  we’ve  tried  but  not  very  successfully  thus  far. 
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In  all  there  are  65  pages  of  production  information  and  then  the  rest  of  the  book  is  on 
usage.  That  is  not  our  area  of  expertise,  but  one  of  the  big  questions  has  always  been  the 
intended  use  of  the  30c  and  50c  high  denomination  dues.  Some  answers  will  be  found  in  the 
book  but  there  will  still  be  more  questions  and  we  suspect  we  shall  always  have  some.  So  there 
is  uncertainty.  At  the  time  the  U.S.  didn’t  even  have  50c  postage  stamps  but  instead  24c,  30c,  and 
90c  denominations  based  on  a 3c  rate  multiple.  Still,  the  high  denomination  dues  were  used. 

Writing  on  due  usage  requires  a lot  of  covers  to  make  sense  of  things  and  a fair  amount  of 
interpretation.  There  is  plenty  of  room  for  differences  of  opinion  because  of  few  dated  cancels 
and  a lack  of  postal  markings  clearly  indicating  the  post  office  of  origin.  So  it  is  quite  a chal- 
lenge to  cover  the  many  possibilities  involved,  figure  the  routings,  etc.  with  the  understanding 
that  not  every  item  would  have  been  correctly  handled  in  the  first  place.  Accordingly,  we  are  cer- 
tain that  the  author  has  put  in  a lot  of  time  on  the  usage  chapters  and  he  has  used  many  illustra- 
tions for  our  edification.  So  whether  everyone  agrees  with  the  text,  we  have  been  given  a lot  to 
consider. 

The  production  of  the  book  is  quite  satisfactory  except  that  to  us  the  type  face  should  have 
been  just  a bit  larger  for  best  legibility.  It  is  dark  enough  and  the  printing  was  performed  by  the 
common  method  of  today— offset  lithography.  The  paper  on  which  it  has  been  printed  is  fine 
also,  being  of  archival  quality  and  coated. 

The  book  is  hardbound,  7"xl0",  of  229  pages.  Priced  at  $24.95  postpaid,  it  is  available 
from  the  Collectors  Club  of  Chicago,  1029  N.  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  IL  60610. 
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Fred  Melville  on  Czarist  Russia’s  Security  Printing 

{The  Stamp  Lover  of  December  1917/January  1918  carried  a report  of  a “Chat  on  Russia”  given  by  Fred  J. 
Melville  at  the  Junior  Philatelic  Society  [London]  on  Oct.  20,  1917.  It  contained  the  following  nuggets  of 
information  about  imperial  Russian  stamp  printing  methods:) 

The  State  Printing  Factory. 

Russia’s  adhesive  postage  stamps  are  remarkable  for  excellence  of  printing,  which  has 
always  been  by  a typographical  colour  process,  until  the  Romanof  tercentenary  issue  of  1913 
introduced  four  high  values  printed  from  plates  engraved  in  recess.  The  stamps  have  always 
been  printed  at  a remarkably  fine  establishment  known  as  the  Office  for  the  Manufacture  of 
State  Papers.  This  had  its  origin  in  the  printing  of  banknotes,  first  introduced  in  the  dazzling 
reign  of  Catherine  II.  The  “Office”  or  “Expedition”  has  developed  enormously  since  the  first 
erection  of  the  factories  of  the  Tsarskoye  Selo  in  1818,  and  is  to-day  the  most  completely 
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equipped  Government  establishment  in  the  world  for  the  production  of  papers  of  value,  not 
even  excepting  the  new  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  at  Washington.  It  makes  its  own 
paper,  hand-  and  machine-made,  has  its  own  designers  and  engravers,  with  perfectly  fitted  stu- 
dios, experimental  laboratories  for  colour  mixing  and  testing,  repairing  and  mechanical  sec- 
tions; and  every  convenience  and  comfort  for  its  4000  (approximately)  employees,  including 
adequate  housing,  a church  capable  of  holding  2000,  dining-halls,  preparatory  schools  for  the 
families  of  employees,  technical  schools  for  the  workers  themselves,  a technical  library,  lecture 
and  entertainment  halls,  a creche  for  60  babies  in  arms,  and  the  inevitable  kinema. 

Stamp  Printing  par  Excellence. 

I mention  the  conditions  under  which  the  stamps  of  Russia  have  been  made,  for  they  are 
in  keeping  with  the  excellence  of  the  work  produced.  Considering  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the 
stamps  have  been  bi-coloured,  and  that  many  millions  have  been  printed  during  the  past  sixty 
years,  errors  are  exceptional,  and  there  have  been  no  provisional  issues  until  the  war,  and  no 
incomplete  work  turned  out,  until  during  the  troubles  of  the  past  few  months  a few  of  the  Rus- 
sian stamps  have  had  to  be  sent  out  imperforate,  owing  either  to  a workers’  strike  or  to  a break- 
down in  the  perforating  section,  or  possibly  to  both  these  causes. 

Russian  Colouring. 

The  colours,  while  they  present  some  interesting  shades,  are  on  the  whole  wonderfully  uni- 
form. The  “Expedition”  buys  all  its  colours  in  the  dry  state  and  grinds  them  with  prepared  oil 
in  a special  workshop.  Even  the  oil  into  which  the  ink  is  ground  is  prepared  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  “Expedition’s”  own  managers  on  one  of  the  islands  in  the  Neva  during  the  summer. 


General  Bank  Note  Co.  Sample  Note 

Shown  here  is  a sample  bank  note  of  the  General  Bank  Note  Co.  from  the  Mike  Crabb  col- 
lection. According  to  the  records  of  Gene  Hessler,  this  short-lived  20th  century  company  was 
formed  in  July  1934  by  A.  Claxton  Cary  III,  who  had  resigned  from  American  Bank  Note  in 
1929.  For  a brief  time  it  collaborated  with  Hamilton  Bank  Note  in  their  work  to  develop  a new 
type  of  steel  plate  press  based  on  the  principle  of  hydraulic  pressure.  In  1939,  the  firm  was 
located  on  University  Avenue  in  Rochester,  New  York,  and  in  1940  it  declared  bankruptcy. 
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De  La  Rue  Ink  Recipe  Samples 

Included  in  the  Jan.  22,  1990  Christie’s  Robson  Lowe  sale  at  London  was  an  intriguing 
group  of  lots  of  essays  printed  as  examples  of  inks.  The  auctioneer’s  descriptions  are  reprinted 
here  as  they  form  a sort  of  mini-handbook  on  the  subject: 

De  La  Rue  Ink  Recipes 

Usually  these  essays  were  illustrated  with  an  example  printed  in  the  chosen  ink.  These  examples  fall  into  the 
following  categories: 

Dummy  Stamps: 

Security  Label 

U.K.  Electric  Telegraph  Co.  3d. 

Playing  Cards 
Blank  Paper 
Trade  Labels 

Nineteenth  Century 

30T  Head  of  Queen  Victoria  (1),  1870(c),  blocks  of  four  attached  to  recipes  (6)  in  Italian  Brown  (for  Somerset 
House),  Britannia  Violet,  Azurlin  Blue  (full  and  half  shades).  Black,  Cadmium  Yellow  (on  photo- 
copy of  recipe).  Also  four  recipes  with  blank  paper  (6).  (24) 

3 IT  — 1875  (c.)-90  ( 1 ) four  blocks  of  four  in  Blue  de  Berlin,  Italian  Brown  (local  authority  stamp).  Dr. 

Muller’s  Britannia  Violet,  Cardinal  Carm.ine;  three  pairs  of  security  labels  (3)  \n  Cochineal  Com- 
bination, Geranium  Combination,  D.S.E.  Ultra  Blue.  Also  blank  paper  (6)  bronze-green  for  Cey- 
lon Debenture  and  (7 ) Sunlight  Recorder  (invention  of  Dr.  Warren  De  La  Rue)  blue.  (29) 

32T  — 1 880  (c.)-90  ( 1)  three  blocks  of  four  in  Oriental  Blue  “/or  various  stamp  inks”.  Burnt  Sienna,  Aza- 

rin Red;  Security  Label  (3)  two  pairs  in  Geranium  Combination  and  Cochineal  Combination;  Ace 
of  Spades  ''Duty  Three  Pence”  (5)  \n  Scarlet  Red  Chrome.  (17) 

33T  — ditto,  five  blocks  of  four  in  Orange  Chrome  "used for  various  stamp  inks”.  Green  Dusting  Varnish, 

Green  Dust,  Blue  Dust,  Blue  Dusting  Varnish;  Security  Labels  (3)  five  pairs  in  Cochineal  Combi- 
nation (2  shades).  Geranium  Combination  (2  shades)  and  Steel  Blue.  (30) 

34T  U.K.  Electric  Telegraph  Co.  3d.  (4a),  a pair  in  black  on  a recipe  "For  Liebigs  Labels”  and  "In  January 
1873  this  ink  was  abandoned” . On  the  reverse  a block  of  four  Queen  Victoria  (7)  in  Oriental  Blue 
"For  Honours  & General  Use”.  (6) 

35T  Playing  Cards  ( 1 870)  (c)-80  Ace  of  Spades  "Duty  Three  Pence”  (5)\n  Carmine  Lack  and  Druck  Lack; 

Labels  (5a)  in  Red  Vermilion,  Yellow-Zinc;  Honours  (5b)  Flesh,  Orange  Lead  and  Amber  "for 
General  Use”.  (7) 

36T  — ditto,  (5)  in  deep  lilac  (but  called  Siegels  Brilliant  Rose);  Blanks  (6)  in  Bistre  Brown,  Red,  Slate 

(all  three  supplied  to  India),  Schwarz  Purple  and  Purple  (for  6d.  Telegraph  Stamp);  Trade  labels 
(7)  in  Maroon  (two)  for  Treasury  Wrappers  and  Imperial  Treasury  Stationery  Boxes,  De  La  Rue 
ink  labels  in  Deep  and  Pale  Green,  Racer  Card-wrapper  in  Brown,  and  Huntley  and  Palmers  10 
lb.  Bands  (7c)  in  Chocolate.  (12) 

37T  — ditto  75)  in  Phosphine  and  Rich  Brown  for  “Travellers  P.C.  Wrappers”;  Blanks  (6)  —seven  exam- 

ples in  various  colours,  and  Huntley  and  Palmers  (7c)  —eleven  examples  in  a variety  of  styles  and 
colours.  (20) 

38T  CEYLON:  1875  (c.)  blocks  of  four  Queen  Victoria  (I)  in  Mineral  Green  (2  recipes)  for  Bank  Notes;  1880 
(c.)  seven  blocks  for  Foriegn  Bill  5c.  Green,  10c,  Grey,  1 5c,  Azurlin  Blue,  30c.  Burnt  Umber,  1 R.50c. 
Blue  Green,  2R.25c.  Magenta,  3R.  Phosphine  Tint.  Also  Blanks  (6)  for  Natal  4'/2%  Bond  Burnt 
Umber  (2  shades);  Queen  Victoria  7 /)  in  Cochineal  Purple  block  of  four;  De  La  Rue  Red  Ink  Label 
in  Red.  Four  recipes  are  photo-copies.  (43) 

39  INDIA;  1868  Queen  Victoria  ( 1 ) blocks  of  four  in  Maroon,  Aniline  Purple  and  Violet  (Dagmar  No. 
1)  for  Special  Adhesive  Ir.,  2r.  and  4r. 

40T  ITALY:  1880  (c.)-86  Queen  Victoria  ( I ) blocks  of  four  in  Mineral  Green,  Red  Brown  Lake,  Brown  or 
Amber,  Blue  — the  last  two  for  Bank  Notes,  and  off  recipes  blocks  of  four  in  Berlin  Blue,  Mauve, 
and  in  pairs  in  Chrome  Yellow,  Deep  Red.  Also  Security  Label  (3)  pair  in  Deep  Green  and  Blank 
7b)  in  Red. 


1 Head  of  Queen  Victoria 

2 Head  of  King  Luis  of  Portugal  “Experimental  Postage  Three  Pence” 

3 De  La  Rue  oblong  label 
4a  black  4b  buff 

5 Ace  of  Spades  5a  Pack  label  5b  Honours 

6 

7a  Colman’s  7b  Lazenby  7c  Huntley  and  Palmer 
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41T  MAURITIUS:  1880  (c.)  Queen  Victoria  ( 1 ) blocks  of  four  in  Green  “//-  English  Postage  Green"  and 
Amber,  for  Bill  Stamps;  Orange  (oxydised)  for  Insurance  20c.  and  5r.  Also  a block  in  Green  (slight 
staining)  for  St.  Lucia  Bond.  The  recipes  are  photo-copies.  (16) 

42T  WESTERN  AUSTRALIA : 1 885  (c. ) blocks  of  four  in  three  shades  of  brown  for  the  underprint,  back  plate 
and  coupon  of  W.A.  Bonds,  two  Queen  Victoria  ( 1),  one  King  Luis  (2).  (12) 


Twentieth  Century 

43T  ANTIGUA:  1902  and  Barbados  Registered  Envelopes,  blue.  Queen  Victoria  (lj,a.  pair  and  a block 
respectively  in  blue,  the  first  recipe  is  a photo-copy.  (6) 

44T  BRITISH  EAST  AFRICA:  1902  'Aa.  Post  Card  (Deep  Seiden  Green)  and  2 as.  Registered  Envelope  (Azurlin 
Blue)  illustrated  by  blocks  of  the  Queen  Victoria  ( 1).  (8) 

45T  CEYLON:  1903  2c.  red-brown  but  incorrectly  illustrated  by  a pair  of  Queen  Victoria  ( 1 ) in  deep  rose 
as  used  for  6c.  Also  Kapurthala  Receipt  la.  Purple  and  Stamp  Papers  IR.  to  8R.  in  Milan  Blue  and 
Carmine;  Tihri  Garhwall  Post  in  Grey  and  Black  (cut  into  at  foot),  six  pairs  of  Queen  Victoria  (1), 
the  recipes  are  photo-copies.  (12) 

46T  FIJI:  1903  Id.  in  purple  and  black,  pairs  of  the  Queen  Victoria  ( 1 ). 

47T  GAMBIA:  1904  2d.  Registered  Envelope,  a block  of  four  Queen  Victoria  ( 1 ) in  Azurlin  Blue. 

48T  GIBRALTAR:  1904  Vid.  and  Id.  postcards  in  Dark  Green  and  Carmine,  'Ad.  Newswrapper  in  Green, 
three  blocks  of  Queen  Victoria  ( 1 ),  the  recipes  are  photo-copies.  (12) 

49T  HONG  KONG:  1904  Newswrapper  2c.  Green  and  4c.  Carmine,  blocks  of  the  Queen  Victoria  ( 1).  (8) 
50T  ITALY:  1904  Money  Orders  in  Doubly  Fugitive  Purple,  a block  of  Queen  Victoria  ( 1 ),  the  recipe  is  a 
photo-copy. 

5 IT  MAURITIUS:  1904  Envelope  2c  Purple,  Postcard  2c.  Copper  Red,  blocks  of  Queen  Victoria  ( ]),  1905 
2c  Purple  and  Violet,  4c.  Red  and  Black,  two  pairs  of  the  same  dummy  stamp,  two  of  the  recipes 
are  photo-copies.  (16) 

52T  ORANGE  RIVER  colony:  1904  Revenues  2s. 6d.  Black  and  Red,  3s.  Purple  and  Blue,  6s.  Green  and  Red, 
£2. 10s.  Purple  and  Red.  £10  Purple  and  Blue,  each  value  illustrated  by  two  pairs  of  Queen  Victoria 
( ]),  one  recipe  is  a photo-copy.  (20) 

53T  ST.  LUCIA:  1905  Postal  Orders  Is.  Seiden  Green,  ls.6d.  Red,  2s.  Deep  Seiden  Green,  2s. 6d.  Strasburg 
Brown,  3s.  Dark  Cadmium  Yellow,  5s.  Strasburg  Brown,  10s.  Sage  Green  and  20s.  Aniline,  shown 
with  seven  blocks  and  a pair  of  Queen  Victoria  ( 1 ).  (30) 

54T  SEYCHELLES:  1904  2d.  Registered  Envelope  illustrated  by  two  pairs  of  the  Queen  Victoria  ( 1 ) in  blue. 
55T  SIERRA  leone:  1905  Id.  Purple  and  Carmine  (erroneously  illustrated  by  light  brown),  and  2'/2d.  Enve- 
lope in  Azurlin  Blue,  shown  by  two  pairs  and  a block  of  the  Queen  Victoria  f //  the  recipes  are  photo- 
copies. (8) 

56T  SOUTH  AFRICA:  De  La  Rue  Security  Labels  (3),  two  pairs  in  Naphtelene  Napthol  (one  rubbed),  another 
pair  in  Benzol  Napthol  (now  faded),  and  a pair  in  blue-grey  (one  town)  — ink  samples  submitted 
in  1914. (8) 

57T  STRAITS  settlements:  1906-10  Ic.  Green,  3c.  Purple,  4c.  Purple,  Ic.  Post  Card  Deep  Seiden  Green; 

Postal  Orders  $1  Deep  Seiden  Green,  $2  Strasburg  Brown,  $3  Amber,  $4  Red  and  $5  Blue  Purple, 
shown  by  six  blocks  and  three  pairs  of  Queen  Victoria  ( 1 ).  (30) 

58T  TRANSVAAL;  1905  'Ad.  Green  and  Id.  Red,  fine  blocks  of  Queen  Victoria  ( 1),  the  recipes  are  photo- 
copies. (8) 

59T  TRINIDAD:  1904  Newswrappers  '/2d.  Dark  Green,  Id.  Carmine,  fine  blocks  of  Queen  Victoria  ( 7),  the 
recipes  are  photo-copies.  (8) 

60T  ZANZIBAR:  1904  Flag  Set  '/2a.  Light  Green,  la.  English  Red,  2 as.  Burnt  Umber,  2'/2  as.  Azurlin  Blue 
(pair),  3 as.  Grey  (two  pairs),  4 as.  Deep  Seiden  Green,  4'/2  as.  Blue-Black  (pair),  5 as.  Fawn,  7'A 
as.  Red  Purple,  8 as.  Sage  Green,  IR.  bright  red  and  Deep  Azurlin  Blue  (2  pairs  for  this  and  the 
next  four  values),  2R.  Bright  Red  and  Zinc  Green,  3R.  Bright  Red  and  Blue-Purple,  4R.  Bright  Red 
and  Brill  Rose,  5R.  Red  and  Olive.  Also  Envelopes  la.  Red,  2/2  as.  Azurlin  Blue;  2 as.  Registered 
Envelope  Strasburg  Brown;  Post  Cards '/2a.  Light  Green  and  la.  Red.  Thirteen  blocks  of  four  and 
twelve  pairs  of  Queen  Victoria  ( I).  A remarkable  assembly.  (76) 

61T  The  balance  of  the  archive  of  recipes  with  four  blocks  of  four  Queen  Victoria  ( 1 ),  two  stained;  three 
pairs  of  Security  Labels  (3)-,  pair  of  U.K.  Electric  Telegraph  Co.  3d  buff  ( 4b)\  Playing  Cards  — 
three  Ace  of  Spades  “Duty  Three  Pence”  f 5/ Three  Honours  (5h,9\  Blanks  fb);  Trade  Labels  (7a) 
four  Colman’s,  (7h)  one  Lazenby,  (7c)  eight  Huntley  & Palmer,  and  a quantity  of  recipes  without 
samples.  (130) 
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Secretary’s  Report 

by  Barbara  R.  Mueller,  Promotional  Secretary 
225  S.  Fischer  Ave.,  Jefferson,  Wl  53549 


Members  Admitted 

1782  Podolsky,  Sherwin  D.,  16035  Tupper  St.,  North  Hills,  CA  91343-3045  (Olympic  Games) 

1783  Lesher,  Ronald  E.,  Sr.,  Box  242,  Pineville,  PA  18946-0242  (U.S.  revenues),  by  David  E.  McGuire 

1784  Shuper,  Jerry,  1609  4th  Ave.,  Sacramento,  CA  95818  (U.S.  classics) 

1785  Malmgren,  Richard,  4366  Aukai  Ave.,  Honolulu  Hawaii  96816 

1786  Chen,  Aurelia,  American  Bank  Note  Co.,  650  Blair  Mill  Rd.,  Horsham,  PA  19044 


Gary  Griffith  Named  EPS  Director 

The  Essay-Proof  Society  is  pleased  to  announce  that  Gary  Griffith,  EPS  1754,  has  agreed 
to  serve  on  the  Board  of  Directors  as  a replacement  for  the  late  Lynne  Warm-Griffiths.  Gary 
is  well  known  for  his  work  on  20th  century  U.S.  designs  and  proofs,  and  has  within  the  past  two 
years  authored  two  significant  studies  for  Journals  187  and  189. 

He  is  also  active  in  the  Bureau  Issues  Association,  is  Washington  correspondent  for  Linn’s 
Stamp  News,  and  an  executive  with  the  Hearst  Broadcasting  Corp.  in  Washington. 


The  Winners’  Circle 

EPS  Vice-President  Gene  Hessler,  who  for  years  has  won  first  place  honors  in  world  paper 
money  exhibits  at  American  Numismatic  Association  conventions,  hit  the  jackpot  at  the  100th 
anniversary  convention  in  Chicago,  August  13-17,  1991,  when  he  received  the  Howland  Wood 
Memorial  Award  for  Best-in-Show. 

His  exhibit  was  entitled  “Max  Svabinsky— Czechoslovak  Designer,  His  Complete 
Works.”  Unlike  philatelic  exhibits,  numismatic  exhibits  may  include  so-called  collateral  mate- 
rial, so  in  addition  to  notes  designed  by  Svabinsky,  his  other  engravings,  photographs  of  his 
home,  and  material  related  to  Bedrich  Smetana  (whose  portrait  appears  on  some  of  the  notes) 
were  added  to  the  display  cases. 

According  to  an  interview  published  in  Bank  Note  Reporter,  Mr.  Hessler  expressed  the 
viewpoint  that  “exhibits  should  convey  as  much  collateral  information  as  possible.  In  this  way 
a piece  of  paper  with  images  and  numerals  comes  to  life  for  the  viewer  who  knows  nothing 
about  paper  money.  Technical  information  is  also  included  so  that  both  the  casual  viewer  and 
more  advanced  collectors  can  understand  the  preparation  and  production.” 

Some  philatelic  aspects  about  Svabinsky  were  part  of  this  collateral  as  he  was  also  a 
prolific  stamp  artist.  Recent  issues  of  EPJ  have  carried  articles  by  Mr.  Hessler  about  contem- 
porary Czech  stamp  artists,  and  a future  article  will  deal  with  Svabinsky’s  postal  output. 
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Unicover  Enters  Stamp  Printing  Business 

Unicover  World  Trade  Corp.  of  Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  well  known  as  a first  day  cover  pro- 
ducer (Fleetwood)  and  official  new  issue  sales  agency  for  a dozen  foreign  countries,  has  added 
postage  stamp  production  to  its  list  of  services.  It  uses  a multicolor  offset  Heidelberg  HD-102 
press.  For  the  Marshall  Islands  it  printed  the  Aug.  1,  1989  commemorative  booklet  marking  the 
20th  anniversary  of  the  moon  landing.  Previously  it  printed  two  booklets  for  Jugoslavia— 
costumes  issued  May  22,  1986  and  sailing  ships  June  10,  1989.  On  the  latter  the  Unicover  name 
appears  in  the  lower  right  margins  of  the  stamps.  Usually  Jugoslavian  stamps  are  printed  at  the 
Belgrade  Mint  or  by  Forum  Printers  in  Novi  Sad.  Unicover  also  prints  stamp-like  labels  for  the 
National  Audubon  Society. 


Lynne  Warm-Griffiths  Elevated  to  APS  Hall  of  Fame 

The  late  Lynne  Warm-Griffiths,  a former  director  of  The  Essay-Proof  Society,  was  elevated 
to  the  American  Philatelic  Society  Hall  of  Fame  at  STaMpsHOW  91  in  Philadelphia.  Her  biog- 
raphy includes  the  following: 

Lynne  Warm-Griffiths  joined  the  APS  in  1970,  soon  after  beginning  her  collecting  activities 
with  the  Crescent  City  Stamp  Club  in  New  Orleans.  Moving  to  New  York  City  and  later  to  Lon- 
don, Mrs.  Warm-Griffiths  expanded  her  specialty  interests  and  her  work  in  the  hobby,  helping 
her  husband  John  Griffiths,  with  the  international  exhibition,  LONDON  1980. 

Upon  moving  to  California,  Mrs.  Warm-Griffiths  became  locally  active  in  the  hobby,  and 
was  secretary  of  the  Federated  Stamp  Clubs  of  Southern  California,  council  member  of  the  Fed- 
erated Stamp  Clubs  of  San  Diego,  and  president  of  the  Tri-County  Stamp  Club  at  the  time  of 
her  death.  Nationally,  she  was  a member  of  the  Collectors  Club  of  New  York,  the  Philatelic 
Foundation,  the  Bureau  Issues  Association,  The  Essay-Proof  Society,  the  U.S.  Classics  Society, 
and  a life  member  of  APS.  Internationally,  she  was  an  elected  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Philatelic 
Society,  London,  and  served  as  a U.S.  commissioner  to  four  international  exhibitions. 

Mrs.  Warm-Griffiths  was  an  accredited  national  philatelic  judge,  and  a national  and  inter- 
national prizewinning  exhibitor.  She  was  invited  to  exhibit  in  the  court  of  honor  at  World 
Stamp  Expo  ’89.  She  also  was  a writer,  and  contributed  articles  to  the  U.S.  Specialist  and  Essay- 
Proof  Journal. 


WANTED:  FOR  EXHIBIT 

Alaska-Yukon  Essays 

Listed  or  Unlisted  in  Brazer 

William  H.  Hatton 

RO.  Box  622  Piqua,  OH  45356 

EPS  BIA  APS 
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Sooner  or  later — 
you  will  probably  >give 
consideration  to  the  sale 
of  your  collection.  When 
you  do,  why  not  contact  a 
leader  in  your  field.  . . . 


.t1 


700  SPRINGMIll  STREET /y 
MANSFIELD,  OHIO  44903  L/ 


lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllimilllllllllHIIIIIIIIIIIIlirT: 
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COMPREHENSIVE  STOCK  OF 

U.S.  (and  few  B.N.A.)  ESSAYS 

(especially  1851-57,  1869  and  Banknotes) 
and  PROOFS  (including  Trial  Colors) 
and  SPECIMEN  Overprints 
Available  to  you  an  approval 
Your  specific  want  list  appreciated. 

Installment  Payment  Terms  If  Desired 
(No  Interest  or  Carrying  Charges) 

JACK  E.  MOLESWORTH,  INC. 

88  BEACON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02108 
Phone  (617)  523-2522 

CSA  APS  EPS 


ESSAY  PROOF  COLLEaORS! 

Bank  Note  Reporter  is  for  you! 

Essay/Proof  collectors!  Get  more  news  of  your 
particular  collecting  interest,  every  month,  in  Bank 
Note  Reporter. 

Bank  Note  Reporter  is  the  only  independently 
produced  publication  that  blankets  the  entire  paper 
money  spectrum.  You'll  get  all  the  news  you  need. 
And,  you'll  find  it  a convenient  way  to  keep  current  on 
U.S.  and  world  notes,  plus  all  other  related  fiscal  paper. 

Bank  Note  Reporter  is  your  one-stop  paper  money 
information  source.  Make  sure  you're  in  the  know,  by 
entering  your  subscription  now. 

Take  advantage  of  our  special  half-year  offer.  Of 
request  a free  sample  issue  (U.S.  addresses  only). 


Mail  to:  Bank  Note  Reporter 
Circulation  Dept. 

700  E.  State  St.  lola,  Wl  54990 

Enter  my  Bank  Note  Reporter  subscription  as  follows: 

( ) New 

( ) Renewal/Extension  (attach  your 
mailing  label) 

( ) 1/2  year  (6  issues) $12.95 

Foreign  addresses  send  17.95.  Payable  in  U.S.  funds. 

( ) Send  me  a free  sample  issue 
(U.S.  addresses  only) 

( ) Check  or  money  order  (to  Bank  Note  Reporter) 


Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip  

( ) MasterCard/VISA  ® 

Credit  Card  No 

Expires:  Mo Yr 

Signature  

Hole:  Charge  orders  will  be  billed  as  Krause  Publications,  CP2 


BUYING  & SELUN6 


★ 


''UNITED  STATES'' 

PROOFS 
& ESSAYS 


Excellent  Stock  of  U.S. 
Proofs,  Trial  Color  Proofs, 
Essays  and  B-O-B. 
SEND  $1.00  IN  POSTAGE 
FOR  MY  15  PAGE  PRICE  LIST! 


WILLIAM  S.  LANGS 


P.O.  Box  46 
New  Milford,  NJ  07646 
Ph.  201-836-08S0  • FAX  201'801-0460 


A 


QUESTIONS  ABOUT  AUCTIONS? 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about  auctioning  your  philatelic 
property  through  Harmers  and  the  many  other  unique  services 
we  offer  are  detailed  in  our  brochure  “Philatelic  Selling.”  It  is  yours 
for  the  asking! 


PHILATELIC 


SELLING 


RESERVE  YOUR  SPACE  NOW  FOR  OUR  1991-1992  AUCTION  SEASON 


THE  THREE  HARMER  OPTIONS 
AUCTION  • PRIVATE  TREATY  • DIRECT  PURCHASE 

Write  now  and  request  the  most  informative  booklet  in  Philately,  or  contact 
Jack  LaCalamito  or  Richard  Debney  on  our  Sellers  Number  1-800-223-6076. 

HARMERS  (/NEW  YORK  INC. 

International  Stamp  Auctioneers 
14  EAST  33rd  STREET,  NEW  YORK,  NY  10016 
Telephone;  (212)  532-3700 


Minimum  Market  Value  $2,000  Auction,  $1,000  Private  Treaty  and  Direct  Purchase 

AUCTIONEERS  OF  THE  DALE/LICHTENSTEIN  COLLECTIONS 

Sales  to  date  $11^00,000.00 


